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FRONTIER DINNER 


Several hundred guests, among them 
leaders of the Zionist Organization of 
America, Hadassah, the Labor Zionist 
Movement and many men and women 
prominent in American Jewish life, 
gathered at the Commodore Hotel on 
Sunday, March 8, in the evening at the 
Seventh Annual Dinner of the JEWISH 
FRONTIER. 

Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, National 
Chairman of the Hadassah Youth 
Commission, acted as toastmaster of 
the evening. 

Dr. I. S. Wechsler, well-known neu- 
rologist, who was Chairman of the 
Sponsors’ Committee for the Dinner, 
was the first speaker at the Dinner. He 
stressed the need to maintain the high 
standards of intellectual honesty as rep- 
resented by the JEWISH FRONTIER at 
this very time when treachery and lies 
have been elevated to the state of 
ideals. As a Zionist leader he voiced his 
firm belief that the principles of social 
justice advocated by the FRONTIER and 
the Histadrut in Palestine were the 
only sure foundations for a lasting Jew- 
ish Homeland. 


Mr. Sholem Asch, famous novelist, 
who had come without expecting to be 
asked to speak, was prevailed upon to 
say a few words. He expressed his ad- 
miration for the JEWISH FRONTIER 
and its editorial staff, headed by Hayim 
Greenberg, for the devotion of the 
publication to the principles of free ex- 
pression and for its deep loyalty to the 
best that is in Jewish culture. Mr. Asch 
expressed his profound conviction that 
there is a design and a purpose in Jew- 
ish history and that Israel has been as- 
signed the part of spreading the ideas 
of truth, justice and liberty in the 
world. 

Mr. Hayim Greenberg, editor of the 
JEWISH FRONTIER and of the Yiddish- 
er Kempfer surveyed the world situa- 
tion and ventured some prognostica- 
tion. The Allies will win the war, 
Mr. Greenberg said, but the admin- 
istration of the Colonial Empires will 
undergo far-reaching changes and the 
system of domination of the colored 
races will give way to one of free 
and equal co-operation. There will still 
be countries which, because of the 
backwardness of their populations or 
because of their special position, will 
require international supervision for a 
time. But this supervision will have to 
be much more intelligent and of a 
more responsible character than the 
Palestine Mandate. Palestine, set aside 
as a country for the Jews, will need that 
international supervision. 

Dr. W. F. Albright, Professor of 
Semitics at Johns Hopkins University 
and formerly Director of the American 
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School of Oriental Research at Jeru- 
salem, spoke of the place of the Jews 
in the Near East and of their rela- 
tions with the Arabs. He expressed his 
admiration for the tenacity and self- 
sacrificing determination of the Jew- 
ish pioneers and for their accomplish- 
ments which converted him from a 
sceptic into an ardent believer in the 
success of the Zionist project. Dr. Al- 
bright felt that the Arab nationalism 
at present was tinged with totalitarian- 
ism and that it boded danger to all 
minorities in the Near East if it 
should become dominant. He coun- 
selled the Jews to unite with other 
minorities in the Near East, particular- 
ly with the Christian Lebanese who, 
as the descendants of the ancient 
Phoenicians, were the hereditary 
friends of the Jews. 


Mrs. Emma Lazaroff Schaver of 


Detroit, noted opera singer and in- 
terpreter of Jewish folk-songs, gave 
several selections, accompanied on the 
piano by Mr. Lazar Weiner. 

Dr. Wechsler’s appeal for assistance 
to the JEWISH FRONTIER brought 
forth a generous response. 

Appreciation is here expressed to 
the following sponsors who con- 
tributed to the success of the Dinner: 

Mrs. Celia Abrams, Samuel Bonchek, 
Harry P. Fierst, Rabbi N. Frishberg, 
Mrs. Benjamin Graham, Mrs. Alexan- 
der Kahn, Dr. A. Liveson, Dr. A. 
Margulis, Edward A. Norman, William 
Salzman, Miss Helen Samuels, Mrs. 
Herman Shulman, Dr. D. T. Sommer, 
Philip Tannor, Dr. Harry Wechsler, 
Miss Janet Weisman, Mrs. Dora Polev- 
ski, Mrs. Samuel Shulzinger, Mrs. 
Ralph Wechsler (last three of New 
Jersey Committee ). 
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GRIM FIGURES 

HE HACKENKREUZ BANNER oF BERLIN, 

we are told in a London dispatch to the Morning 
Journal, recommends the sterilization of all Jews in 
Germany, Austria, Bohemia-Moravia, the Polish 
ghettos, the Baltic states and the occupied sections 
of White Russia and the Ukraine. The Hacken- 
kreuz Banner proposes this plan as a counsel of des- 
pair, since it considers all other methods adopted 
by the Nazis for the extermination of the Jews as 
having failed and likely to fail. 

One would like to feel that this “pessimism” is 
justified. It is difficult to believe that there is really 
need for resorting to such ultra-modern scientific 
methods as sterilization after the efficient application 
of Pharaoh’s and Nebuchadnezzar’s old-fashioned 
remedies. Jews under the Nazis have been subjected 
to systematic starvation, to lack of shelter, lack of 
fuel, lack of medical attention, to exhausting slave- 
labor, to terrorization, to disease, and finally to 
mass-executions. The latter have been on such 
an alarming scale that one may well wonder why any 
loyal Nazi should seek to tax the overworked German 
medical profession and supplies. 

Recent reports from various sources, such as 
Swedish newspapers, Soviet military authorities, the 
recently arrived J.D.C. representative from Hungary, 
give us the following appalling figures: Some 240,- 
000 Jews were executed in the Ukraine, 100,000 in 
White Russia and proportionately even larger num- 
bers in Yugoslavia. In Borisov, in Minsk and in Kiev, 
the Jews were shot and buried in shallow graves 
before it was made sure that they had died. At least 
five hundred eye-witnesses in Borisov, the Russian 
military source assures us, saw the field move like 
a sea for hours after the victims had been buried. 

There is unfortunately little ground to doubt the 
truth of these reports. J.D.C. representatives are not 
known to exaggerate any aspect of anti-Semitism. 
Mr. S. Bertrand Jacobson’s report on the condition 
of the Jews in Croatia, where not a single Jewish 
male is left alive, comes froma man who spent sev- 
eral months in Budapest, in the proximity of the 
country in question. He was told of 240,000 Jews 
slaughtered in the Ukraine by Hungarian soldiers 
and officers returning from the Russian front and the 
story tallies only too well with reports reaching us 
at various times from many other sources. The 
stories of Minsk and Borisov are too gruesome in 
their details and emanate from too responsible sources 
to allow any doubt. But perhaps the most telling 
evidence of the extent of German mass-murder of 
Jews is the triumphant remark by a Nazi newspaper 
in the occupied territory that “the Jewish question 
has now been solved except for the five million Jews 
in the United States.” 


PROTEST RABBIS 

a RABBIS IN AMERICA, WHO ARE 

neither pacifists nor isolationists, have declared 
themselves ready to bless the arms of any army fight- 
ing Hitler, except a Jewish army. The seventy-two 
rabbis went out of their way to tell the world—or 
rather to tell the British Government—that they 
would not approve of a Jewish army. Their state- 
ment begins with a reference to “a dispatch from 
London relative to the sentiment in America with 
regard to the creation of a Jewish Army in Palestine,” 
and Rabbi Samuel H. Goldenson of New York, one 
of the signatories of the statement, and evidently one 
of the initiators of the move, declared to a reporter: 
“There is the impression in England that American 
Jewry is united behind the plan for a Jewish Army. 
But it isn’t so.” 

The seventy-two rabbis who saw fit to issue the 
statement represent a dissident minority of the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis. The Con- 
ference adopted a resolution that it “adds its voice to 
the demand that the Jewish population of Palestine 
be given the privilege of establishing a military force 
which will fight under its own banner on the side 
of the democracies, under Allied command, to defend 
its own land and the Near East to the end that the 
victory of democracy may be hastened everywhere.” 
The Central Conference of the American Rabbis, 
representing only the reform rabbis, is a minority of 
the American rabbinate. The Conservative rabbis 
and the two organizations of the orthodox rabbis 
have voiced their approval of a Jewish army in 
Palestine. Thus the statement of the seventy-two 
rabbis represents the sentiments not even of a sub- 
stantial minority in American Jewry, but of a small 
section of that minority. 

As we said, these rabbis are neither pacifists nor 
isolationists. If they were the former, we might 
respect their courage. If the latter, we might respect 
their independent judgment. But their statement 
appeals “to all peoples or groups to put aside their 
particular interests and separate programs at this 
crucial time and concentrate upon one objective only: 
winning the war.” Their move was dictated by fear— 
fear of “creating further friction in Palestine,” fear 
of “causing misunderstanding of the Jews the world 
over and thus adding to the unhappy plight of our 
stricken people” (Note that the plight of our people 
is not happy, it is unhappy) and a fear they have not 
specifically named—the fear of being identified as 
nationalist Jews. 

What effect their appeal may have in London we 
do not know. But Berlin and Rome were not slow 
to react. The radio commentator in Berlin clearly 
unfamiliar with the subtleties of Freudian psychology 
as applied to Jews who are afraid of being known as 
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Jews, could only draw one conclusion from the 
whole business: he was sure the British paid the 
rabbis to issue the statement. The version of the 
Rome radio was more in accord with the wisdom of 
the Colonial Office in London: orthodox Jews and 
Arabs can get along all right, and it is only these 
accursed Zionists with their demands who cause all 
the trouble. Substitute “religious” for “orthodox” 
and there is no reason why the seventy-two rabbis 
should not be pleased with the Rome comment. 


The rabbis’ fear of “misunderstanding of the Jews 
the world over” is an old fear dating back to the era 
of the French Revolution, the Napoleonic Sanhedrin 
and the Emancipation. It found a powerful echo in 
the notorious “protest rabbis” who objected to Herzl’s 
moves forty years ago. History has made that fear 
and all attempts to appease the “misunderstanders” 
appear ludicrous and futile. 


The fear of “further friction in Palestine,” like 
similar fears in the Colonial Office, is a more up-to- 
date version of appeasement. But, if recent history 
has demonstrated anything, it is that you can’t win 
a war with appeasement. 


Have Necrozrs HUMAN RIGHTSP 


RE NEGROES FULL-FLEDGED AMERICAN CITI- 
zens? The outcome of the Civil War and the 
resulting changes in the Federal constitution answer 
the question in the affirmative. Negroes were con- 
scripted for the United States Army in the previous 
war. They gave their lives for their country, and their 
mothers have been decorated with gold stars. Since 
the war Negroes have been brought in increasing 
numbers into our industrial system. Negroes are 
being drafted into the United States Army now. 


Despite alarming race discrimination numbers of 
Negroes are employed in defense work. The Federal 
Government has built the Sojourner Truth Homes 
for the housing of the colored defense workers in 
Detroit. On February 28 sixty five Negro families 
attempted to move into the homes built for them by 
the Government, but were stopped by violence. In 
the riot that was staged against the Negroes the police 
are alleged to have sided with the rioters: 107 Ne- 
groes were arrested (also 2 whites) and 20 injured. 
The peaceful workingmen, serving in the country’s 
defense plants, were given no protection by the 
authorities. They were treated as outlaws. 

That happened in Detroit, an industrial and de- 
fense metropolis. Did it happen because Father 
Coughlin lives in that neighborhood? Did it happen 
because Ku Kluxers have found their way from other 
parts of the country to Detroit? Or, were certain 
Real Estate interests protecting their “legitimate” 
property values? Some time the true facts may be- 
come known. 

To the credit of the organized workers of Detroit 
it should be recorded that they have demonstrated 
their solidarity with the outraged colored workers. 
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The Automobile Workers’ Union (CIO) acted as 
organized workers should. Credit is also due to the 
colored people themselves: they are becoming more 
aware of their rights and more articulate in insisting 
on them. 

Attorney General Francis Biddle has asked the 
Federal Grand Jury sitting in Detroit to begin an 
immediate investigation. It may be hoped that this 
investigation will reveal the persons responsible for 
the crimes and force them to explain it in open court. 

The constitution of certain unions bars Negro 
workers from membership. It is not too much to 
expect that under the stress of war conditions those 
race discriminating clauses may be deleted from the 
constitutions. 


THE REAL JoHN L. Lewis 


OHN L. LEWIS’ consuming ambition is to become 

the emperor of the labor movement. This, if 
realized, may eventually lead up to still greater dis- 
tinction and, above all, power. Years ago he made 
a fight for the presidency of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, but was unable to dislodge the astute 
Samuel Gompers. When Lewis’ colleague, William 
Green, was chosen as successor to Gompers, Lewis’ 
ambition was again frustrated. 

As president of the United Mine Workers of 
America Lewis made a poor showing. The union 
had no money in its till, its members were poorly 
paid and there was inner dissension. In the thirties 
favorable federal legislation enabled the United . 
Mine Workers to grow prosperous and powerful, 
along with the labor unions in other industries. 
Lewis at last found his long sought opportunity: he 
rode the wavecrest to labor kingship. But he chose 
the road of division and civil war. 

As president of the largest trade union in the 
country Lewis wielded tremendous power. He was 
strong enough to “rip the American Federation of 
Labor wide open.” When the C.I.O. was formed, 
Lewis became its head, or he would have permitted 
no C.I.O. Circumstances favored the new organiza- 
tion and unorganized workers flocked to it by the 
million. The C.I.O. and the A.F. of L. now have 
about five million members each, more than the 
A.F. of L. ever had when the field was entirely its 
own. 

The weakest spot in Lewis’ armor is his political 
ambition. For many years he had dreamt of a place 
in the President’s Cabinet. One miner was the first 
Secretary of Labor. Why cannot another miner get 
the Labor Secretaryship? Lewis was defeated in his 
campaign and an “iron puddler” plucked the plum. 
Several years ago Lewis tried hard to make Thomas 
Kennedy, Secretary of the United Mine Workers, 
Governor of Pennsylvania. Had he succeeded, Lewis 
could have become political master of that great 
industrial state. Lewis failed. In 1940 Lewis was 
again defeated when he staked on Wendell Willkie 
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for President. Lewis made the amazing blunder of 
’ telling fifty five million American voters, of whom 
the C.I.O. members were only a few million, that 
he would surrender the C.L.O. presidency in the case 
of Roosevelt's election. That indicated Lewis’ ex- 
aggerated belief in his own importance, and had the 
effect of deflating him even among the C.ILO. mem- 
bers. For the first time he appeared before them 
as petty and petulant. The artificial halo around 
his head began to dim. 

At the 1940 CLO. convention in Atlantic City, 
where Lewis invited the Amalgamated to leave, he 
brought in a note of anti-Semitism, by pronouncing 
the names of two well known trade union officials 
with a mocking “Jewish” intonation: “Du-bin-sky, 
Za-rits-ky.” 

If Lewis had expected to be “drafted” by the con- 
vention “against his will,’ he was disappointed. 
Philip Murray, his collaborator in the United Mine 
Workers for about thirty years, became his succes- 
sor. Now Lewis is fighting Murray and the C.1.O. 

Like Napoleon, Lewis made one member of his 
family king in one territory, and another member 
royal ruler in another territory. Through the over- 
all District 50 Lewis is organizing anyone he can 
lay his hands on, including the dairy farmers, the 
owners. Someone has said facetiously: “Lewis is 
organizing the cows.” 

Lewis has stopped his thirty thousand dollars 
a month per capita payments to the C.I.O. Nomin- 
ally he is still paying the per capita tax but deducting 
it from “loans” made to the Steel Workers’ Organ- 
izing Committee. 

Lewis is against Roosevelt because he cannot 
dominate him. He is against the war because he 
cannot run it. For the same reason he is against 
the C.LO. 

Hitler took away from Lewis the Communists, 
his most faithful supporters. They are now support- 
ing Murray. One can only hope that Murray is not 
their prisoner. 

The New York City Industrial Council had been 
organized by Lewis in order to aid the Communists 
in their fight with the New York State Council, 
which was anti-Communist; now the New York 
City organization is supporting the Local Union 
which has been expelled by Lewis from District 50. 

The move for peace between the A.F. of L. and 
the C. I. O. last January was unsuccessful only be. 
cause it was made by Lewis. He wants peace in the 
labor movement, if he can dominate the movement. 


THE ENEMy AT HoMeE 


HIS COUNTRY IS FACING A MOST UNUSUAL 
situation: The more the C_I.O. and the A.F. of L. 
afe assuring the Nation of the utmost national 
defense production, and the more the President and 
his Administration are opposing anti-labor legisla- 
tion, the more threatening is growing the nation- 
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wide, and evidently well-financed campaign for 
such legislation. 

Last December the House of Representatives 
passed a drastic anti-labor bill by the overwhelming 
majority of 252 votes against 136. Democrats joined 
the Republicans in support of the bill, though 
majority leader McCormack spoke and voted against 
it. The bill was fathered by Representative Smith, 
Democrat, of Virginia. In the Senate the Smith bill 
is still held by the Committee on Education and 
Labor. 

In February the same Representative Smith offered 
an amendment to the War Powers bill. If the amend- 
ment had passed and become a law it would have 
wiped out all labor legislation of the past half cen- 
tury. A point of order on the ground that the amend- 
ment was not germane to the bill was overruled by 
the presiding officer—not the Speaker. On an appeal 
the Chair was sustained by all the votes against 14. 
As a possible test vote on the amendment it was very 
alarming. Two days of stormy discussion followed, in 
which labor was attacked and defended. The amend- 
ment was defeated. 

The enemies of labor then intensified their drive 
against labor. Members of Congress have been 
swamped by letters and telegrams from “indignant 
citizens” demanding action against labor. 

Last month Representative Smith of Virginia and 
Representative Vinson of Georgia brought in two 
anti-labor bills along the lines of the defeated Smith 
amendment, but more far-reaching. The two bills are 
really one. They were divided into two—one relating 
to the War Department and one to the Navy De- 
partment—in order to keep the bill from going to the 
Committee on Labor, whose chairman, Congressman 
Norton of New Jersey, is known to be against such 
legislation. In their present form the bills were re- 
ferred to the Military and Naval Affairs Committees, 
where they are in “safe” hands. Representative Vin- 
son is chairman of the latter committee. 

The new bills would suspend for the duration of 
the war the forty hour week and extra pay for over- 
time. It would forbid the union shop and make it un- 
lawful for a War or Navy Department contractor to 
enter or maintain any agreement which would limit 
the working time or provide for the payment of over- 
time work. That would outlaw the collective bargain- 
ing agreement. The bills would suspend the Wages 
and Hours law and such provisions or laws which give 
to certain government employees half holidays on 
Saturdays. The promoters of this anti-labor legisla- 
tion are known always to have voted against labor 
protective measures. 

While the holders of war contracts are making 
fabulous profits on armament production, they are 
conducting a war against organized labor and seeking 
to bring back into industry the old sweat shop 
conditions. 
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AN APPEAL TO THE BRITISH PEOPLE 


by Edwin C. Johnson 


United States Senator from Colorado 


(An address made at the Mass Meeting at Cosmopolitan Opera House, 
New York, Thursday Evening, March 12, 1942) 


GREAT TRAGEDY has occurred in the Middle 

East, and at a moment in which the history of 
mankind is charged with uncertainties and forebod- 
ings, we are met here to give expression to our sor- 
row. This solemn group of citizens of embattled 
America has assembled in obedience to the simple 
human instincts of understanding, sympathy and in- 
dignation—understanding of the desperate desire of 
769 Jewish refugees to reach a haven of spiritual and 
physical safety; sympathy for their hopeless plight 
when they were forced to sea in an antiquated, leak- 
ing and unseaworthy boat and drowned like rats, and 
indignation because of this evidence of the inhuman- 


diminished. To the contrary, it is because of our 
great faith in Britain, it is because of our unbounded 
devotion to our common cause—the cause of human- 
ity—that we are here tonight. 

Our protest is not against the Britain of our un- 
breakable alliance. It is not against the Britain that 
defied the tempest of fire rained down by the Nazi 
bombers. Our protest is not against the Britain of 
Winston Churchill. Our protest is against the sad 
and discredited remains of a former day, against the 
rags and tatters of the era of appeasement, out of 
which Britain has raised herself but which, here and 
there, still clings to her feet and hampers her forward 
stride. Unfortunately, the past is not easily shaken 





ity of man to man. 

The most tragic thing 
about this mass murder 
is that it need not have 
happened. It was not a 
consequence of the irre- 
sistible forces of nature 
before which man can 
only stand with bowed 
head. Neither was it 
caused by enemy gun fire. 
It was the result of acts 
of stupidity, callousness 
and cruelty visited upon 
an innocent group by 
those who should have 
been their protectors. 
Hard-hearted colonial 
career politicians sent 
these victims to a watery 
grave. 

Let no one make. the 
mistake, however, of 
thinking that we are here 
to denounce the great 
British commowealth of 
nations, the gallant ally 
with whom America is 
proud to be associated in 
the common struggle 


i 








I PREFER NOT TO ENGAGE IN PUBLIC DISCUS- 
SION OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS. 


THE STRUMA DISASTER HOWEVER TRANSCENDS 
POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS. IT STRIKES AT THE 
HEART OF OUR CIVILIZATION. THE WAR IS IN ITS 
ESSENCE A STRUGGLE OF HUMANITY AGAINST 
INHUMANITY. THE UNITED NATIONS CAN TRI- 
UMPH ONLY IF THEY WILL SUCCEED IN MAIN- 
TAINING THE MORAL STRENGTH OF THE ALLIED 
CAUSE UNIMPAIRED. 


THE CALLOUS DISREGARD OF HUMAN LIFE AND 
SUFFERING WHICH SENT THE STRUMA VICTIMS 
TO THEIR DEATHS IS THE SYMPTOM OF A CANKER 
EATING AT OUR OWN VITALS. IT MUST BE DEALT 
WITH IF WE ARE TO AVOID NOT ONLY A REPETI- 
TION OF HUMAN TRAGEDIES BUT A DETERIORA- 
TION OF OUR MORALE. 


A SPECIAL OBLIGATION RESTS UPON ‘THOSE 
WHO ENJOY FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND OPINION 
TO SPEAK UP IN ORDER TO HELP PRESERVE THE 
PRINCIPLES OF HUMANITY FOR WHICH THE 
WORLD IN WHICH I BELIEVE IS NOW FIGHTING. 
IF THE STRUMA DISASTER RESULTS IN A QUICKEN- 
ING OF OUR CONSCIENCE AND A RECTIFICATION 
OF POLICY WITH REFERENCE TO JEWS STRIVING 
TO REACH THE ANCIENT HOMELAND OF THE JEW- 
ISH PEOPLE, SOME GOOD MAY YET COME OUT OF 
THIS CATASTROPHE. AN EFFECTIVE PROTEST 
AGAINST A POLICY WHICH FAILS TO RECOGNIZE 
THE MORAL VALUES AT STAKE IN THIS WAR, IS 
NOT ONLY OUR DUTY TO THE DEAD BUT AN 
IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION TO FINAL VICTORY. 


rE ALBERT EINSTEIN. 
rinceton, N. J., March 11, 1942 








off even though its bitter 
fruits have set our teeth on 
edge. We may think it is 
dead and gone, but in far 
off nooks and corners and 
unexpected places, it has 
a way of raising its head 
again. 

We, who are fighting 
for the cause of freedom 
in this cruel and far-flung 
war, realize full well that 
it will demand the sac- 
rifice of many human 
lives before it is finished. 
We are profoundly 
grieved that this must be 
so, but we are neither de- 
terred nor dismayed 
by this bitter prospect. 
We do demand, however, 
that the lives we sacrifice 
shall be for the advance- 
ment of our cause. We 
demand that no life shall 
be sacrificed in vain. The 
thought that haunts us 
when we think of those 
men, women and chil- 





against the forces of evil. There are perhaps in Amer- 
ica those who might rejoice that a group of American 
citizens has assembled to voice a protest against the 
action or inaction of certain agents of Britain’s Gov- 
ernment. I say to those people wherever they are: 
look for no comfort in this assembly gathered here 
tonight. Our faith in our great and gallant ally is 
unshaken, our devotion to the common cause is not 


dren of the Struma who went down to their watery 
graves, is that they made a wholly uncalled for and 
needless sacrifice. 

I do not hesitate to say that there were men and 
women on board that rickety, unseaworthy little ship 
who could have been an asset to the very cause for 
which we are fighting. They could and would have 
stood shoulder to shoulder with the flower of Amer- 
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ican youth fighting and dying on many battlefields. 
I do not hesitate to say it, because the refugees who 
preceded them, their relatives and countrymen, now 
make up the Jewish community of Palestine—a com- 
munity that has already contributed thousands of 
fighting men to the Imperial armies of Britain and 
is eager to contribute thousands more; a community 
rich in scientific and technical experience and skills 
that are of such vital importance in the successful 
prosecution of our common effort. America, a part- 
ner in this effort, a member of this great and proud 
fraternity we call the United Nations, cannot remain 
indifferent to such reckless, wasteful expenditure of 
military assets as the sinking of the Struma and to 
such deficiencies of understanding and insight as 
those which brought forth this tragedy. The loss of 
768 lives in the waters of the Black Sea was not 
alone the loss of the Jewish people—not alone the 
loss of Britain herself. It was the loss of the United 
Nations. 

Midway between Munich and the outbreak of the 
present war came a White Paper which proclaimed 
a new policy for Palestine—a policy which was in 
very fact a repudiation of the Balfour Declaration, a 
policy which could only have the effect of strangling 
the Jewish National Home which the Balfour Dec- 
laration was pledged to promote. 

Its similarity to Munich was no accident. This 
White Paper policy for Palestine is of the same 
brood. They were begotten of the same parenthood. 
They bear a most remarkable, a most striking, family 
resemblance. They were sired by the same political 
school. They were mothered by the same spirit—the 
spirit of appeasement. And when we come here to 
mourn over the tragic fate of the victims of the 
Struma, it is this policy that we are mourning. And 
when we come here to protest against the inhumanity 
of callous career politicians, it is against this policy 
of appeasement that we are protesting. Deep in my 
heart I carry the conviction that BRITAIN, THE 
REAL BRITAIN, THE BRITAIN WITH WHOM 
WE ARE JOINED IN A SACRED COVENANT 
AND PARTNERSHIP, THE BRITAIN OF WINS- 
TON CHURCHILL, GRIEVES WITH US IN THIS 
SORROW, AND BRISTLES IN ANGER WITH 
US IN THIS PROTEST. 

There are certain elemental human facts that stand 
up and render pitiful and insignificant such things 
as policies and White Papers and pompous little 

_ politicians and red tape of every variety. There is 
the simple and elemental fact of men, women and 
children fleeing from wrath and terror, from mon- 
strous and bloody persecution. There is the simple 
and elemental fact of friend and foe. You cannot 
go behind these facts or around them or away from 
them. There are those who are our foes and there 
are those who are our friends. The men, women and 
children on the Struma were our friends. They were 
the victims of our foes, of the same foes who would 
take the first opportunity to make the same sort of 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


victims out of us, to unleash against us all their ruth- 
lessness and barbarism, all the sadistic cruelty of 
their greed and hate. Those men, women and chil- 
dren were fleeing from pogroms in nazified Rumania. 
They had seen thousands of their race destroyed thus. 
By what means and hazards, by what trials and risks 
we know not, they had succeeded in boarding this 
wretched little ship. They had set its prow toward 
the east where they believed they would find friends. 

They set out on their tragic Odyssey across the 
Black Sea. They reached the neutral shores of Turkey 
and waited for the precious visas that would permit 
them to enter the Promised Land—+the land which 
had in fact and in law actually been allocated to 
them. Was it conceivable that those elementary 
facts—first, the fact of innocent men, women and 
children fleeing from bloody terror; second, the fact 
that those human beings were our friends, victims 
of the common enemy—was it conceivable that those 
two facts which are the heart of this whole tragedy 
would be ignored and flouted and disregarded by 
stupid colonial career politicians? Was it conceiv- 
able that the blood and the toils and the tears of men, 
women and children would be placed in one scale 
of the balance and a White Paper in the other, and 
that the White Paper would outweigh humanity? 
These people were fleeing from death and torture 
at the hands of a ruthless enemy—our enemy! Why 
were they denied refuge in their own homeland? 

Obscure are the methods of appeasing bureaucrats. 
Men and women of sound intelligence and whole- 
some instincts cannot hope to understand them. How 
do they interpret the brutal world we are living in 
today? What are the slogans that move them? What 
are the formulas that guide them? To men of simple 
faith and wholesome mind their formula seems to 
be: appease your enemies, sacrifice your friends. The 
latest application of this formula resulted in the 
Struma disaster, but it is not the only tragedy that has 
shocked our civilized instincts. Other ships, filled 
with the dispossessed and the disinherited of the earth, 
pass before our memory, a ghastly and ghostly 
armada—the Patria, which was blown up in the 
harbor of Haifa; the Salvador which also foundered 
in the Black Sea; the Darien, whose unfortunate 
human cargo is still interned in a concentration camp 
in their own homeland. 

This formula of a past that we hoped was dead 
and buried—this formula of “appease your enemies, 
sacrifice your friends”—is being applied not only to 
refugees seeking asylum from the most brutal per- 
secutors in human history; it is being applied in the 
war policy of the Middle East. For what is this 
refusal to permit the Jewish community of Palestine 
to make the maximum contribution to the common 
war effort by placing divisions of their own in the 
field but another, and equally strange and fatal, ap- 
plication of the same formula? The Jewish manhood 
of Palestine, eager to confront the common foe—their 
foe and Britain’s foe and America’s foe—are asking 
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to fight under British command, but under their own 
flag, on a par with other nations like the Free French, 
the Free Czechs, the Free Poles. 

But the bureaucrats say, “No, the Arabs will ob- 
ject.” Who are the Arabs from whom objections 
will come? Is it the ex-Mufti of Jerusalem and his 
followers who will object? Yes, indeed. They won’t 
like it. The Mufti will say no. He will broadcast it 
over the radio in Berlin, over the radio in Rome. He 
and his followers have objected all along the line. 
They have conducted a three-year reign of terror in 
Palestine not only against the Jews, but against 
Britain. They have fomented and promoted sedition 
and rebellion in Iraq. They have done their best to 
hold Iran for the Axis. They are still doing their 
best to undermine and sabotage democracy—the 
cause of the Jewish people, the cause of Britain, the 
cause of the United States of America. Yes, the 
Mufti and his followers will object. But, I ask, are 
the Mufti and his followers to determine military 
policies in the Middle East? The Arabs who are loyal 
to the cause of democracy, sincerely and honestly 
loyal, loyal in action and not merely in lip service, 
will not object. Why should they? They will 
welcome whatever additional strength the common 
cause can obtain and, God knows, the situation is 
such that we cannot dispense with any additional 
strength that may be available. 

What, I wonder, makes these Colonial career 
politicians so ready to refuse and reject and dispense 
with the Jewish offer of a fighting force in the Near 
East? Is the position of our arms in that part of the 
world so secure? Is the military situation on the ap- 
proaches to the Suez Canal so satisfactory? A glance 
at the map and at the record of the recent campaigns 
in Libya should convince anybody that our position 
is far from secure, that the military situation in that 
area is far from satisfactory. And, as we glance at 
the map, let us direct our gaze further east toward 
the Indian Ocean, toward the South Pacific. Sing- 
apore is gone. Java, the last stronghold of the United 
Nations’ power in the Indies, is gone, and only 
MacArthur, God bless his brave heart, continues to 
hold up the flag of freedom and decency in the south- 
west Pacific. What if our enemies, the Nazis from 
the west, Japan from the east, join hands in the 
waters of the Indian Ocean and in the mountains and 
plains of India? This is no longer a fantastic night- 
mare. This is now within the realm of military pos- 
sibility. It can happen and it will happen if the Suez 
becomes another Singapore. 

And there, at the very door of the Suez are people 
who say to Britain, who say to us (for, mind you, 
this appeal is no longer directed to Britain alone— 
it is directed to all United Nations), “Let us defend 
this vital artery of our cause, let us throw across the 
path of the invader fifty thousand, sixty thousand, a 
hundred thousand men, all of them animated with 
a fierce desire to crush their enemy and your enemy.” 
And a few administrators of the old bureaucratic 
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appeasement school say to them and to us, “No, we 
will not permit you to block the path of our enemy.” 
May God spare us from their blind stupidity! 


American sympathy for the cause of the Jewish 
National Home is no secret to the Jews or to Britain. 
That sympathy is a matter of record, expressed by all 
the presidents of the United States since Woodrow 
Wilson and recently given striking and convincing 
confirmation by the formation of the American Pales- 
tine Committee, in which, together with the great 


majority of my colleagues in the Senate, many mem- 


bers of the House of Representatives, and hundreds 
of distinguished Americans in every walk of life, I 
have the honor to hold membership. 

Our sympathy has been strengthened by the know- 
ledge that this war which the forces of tyranny and 
enslavement are waging against the human race and 
its hopes for a free future, had its inception in per- 
secution of the Jewish people. Other groups viewed 
this assault on a helpless race with indifference. 
“This is no concern of ours,” they said to themselves. 
Now they know they were mistaken. Is has come to 
them, too; it has come to all of us. Perhaps it has 
come as a deserved punishment for the indifference 
and complacency and compromising with evil of 
which we have been guilty. If this war is won by the 
United Nations, if the evil forces are defeated and 
destroyed, and the Jewish people, the first victims, 
remain disinherited, dispossessed and homeless, then 
I say before God, we will have lost this war! We 
will have lost it because the very thing for which 
it is being fought will have been flouted and des- 
pised and defeated. This war is being waged for a 
great principle to which we must cling with stubborn 
tenacity and unshakable determination. 

Fortunately, we are not without a compass in the 
dark and stormy wastes through which we are drift- 
ing. The Atlantic Charter, proclaimed to the world 
by the two foremost leaders of democracy, Franklin 
Roosevelt and Winston Churchill, is such a compass. 
True, it speaks in general terms, and necessarily so, 
but its meaning is plain to all men of heart and in- 
telligence. It speaks of all peoples and all nations. 
Who will say that this shall be for all peoples except 
the people who have suffered most at the hands of 
the enemy? WHO SHALL SAY THAT THE JEW- 
ISH PEOPLE ALONE SHALL BE EXCLUDED 
FROM THE TERMS OF THE ATLANTIC CHAR- 
TER? If this is not to be, the time to say so is now! 
The Jewish people have nothing but extermination 
to expect from their enemies. They have a right to 
expect something far different from their friends. 
Shall justice and equity be postponed until after the 
War? No, a thousand times no! We shall not adopt 
so stupid and contradictory a policy! We are not 
fighting this war to gratify the brutal instincts of 
lust for blood or the acquisition of territory. Our 
purpose is to restore the dignity of man and preserve 
his God-given heritage of liberty. 
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THE POLICY OF SHUTTING THE GATES OF 
PALESTINE TO JEWISH REFUGEES, SENDING 
THEM BACK TO THE HELL FROM WHICH 
THEY HAVE ESCAPED, OR CONSIGNING 
THEM TO A WATERY GRAVE, MUST NOT 
CONTINUE! The victims of such a policy suffer 
not alone. All freedom-loving men and women who 
fight this war with their backs to the wall suffer with 
them. Our great cause suffers because its very founda- 
tion of justice and humanity is undermined by such 
a wicked policy. I speak with complete assurance 
that I am expressing the sentiments not only of many 
of my colleagues in Congress, but also of millions of 
Americans who have been horrified by the sinking 
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of the Struma and by other similar incidents. It there 
be men in the Colonial Office in London, or in the 
Administration in Jerusalem, so tightly bound in red 
tape, so hopelessly wedded to the outworn formulas 
of a dead past, that they are unable to comprehend 
and share this conception of our common welfare, 
then it is high time indeed for them to give way to 
men dedicated to the spirit and to the pledge of the 
Atlantic Charter. 

Tonight, we issue our appeal to the British people 
themselves, and to their mighty leaders who have 
shown that they have raised themselves above the 
dead past to the new dawn for which the United 
Nations pray and fight. 


NOT REVEALED 





by Ch. N. Bialik 


Neither in the dreams of my nights has the Lord 

revealed 

Nor in oracles for me has He divined, 

In what place my last day will lay hold of me, 

And what the form and likeness of my end: 

Whether within my tent, upon my couch I shall 
expire, 

My much-beloved children at my hand, 

Beside me in silence, come unto me, even to the last 
one, 

A guard of love and halidom at my bed, 

Counting, like treasures beyond price, 

My final breathings, into the lap of God; 


Or whether, despised and reviled, cursed of God 

and of man, 

Spurned by my fellows, and from family fled, 

I shall in some forsaken sheepfold and on a heap 
of straw 

Where none shall witness the going of my soul 

And no hand quiver over my quenched eyes, 

Breathe out my life, profaned and defiled; 


Or, whether, beset by hunger and thirst 
For life and all its pleasant ways, 
The contempt of my soul shall rise against the wrath 
of God, 
And spurning the gift of His hand 
I shall fling, as one flings a dirty shoe 
From off the foot, my soul before His foot. 


i 
May it not be that from long suffering I shall grow 
stale 
And from much silent waiting 
My soul in bitterness shall be spilled out? 


Perhaps, like a pearl of an eternal glow 
With my last tear, my life shall also fall, 
Trembling, 


And after many generations shine 
For eyes that never did behold me. 


It may be, like a moth about a flame 
Fluttering, shall my life depart, 
Or like that very flame before its oil is spent 
Convulsed in the agony of its death 
For many days its sacrificial incense rising 
A blandishment for the eyes, AN 
Until of a sudden into the dark abyss, 
It falls forever quenched. 





Or will my death be like a sun before its setting: 
Suddenly its own illumined pyre, 
Its flames in the clouds, its beacons on the 
mountaintops, 
And its dying rays 
A thing of wonder for a thousand eyes. 


Who knows but God may harden His heart against 

me 

And in my very lifetime, I shall die: 

O, they will bind my soul in winding sheets of 
writing-paper, 

Inter me in the coffin of a bookcase, 

Where the mole will nightly nibble at my bones, 

And the rat out of the hole at my corpse gnaw. 

Upon my own grave I shall place my foot 

And with my own mouth utter my own Kaddish. 





And it may also happen that my death shall come, 
Unsavory, insipid, in a manner not awaited, 
When like a hungry dog in a wintry night of storm 
Behind some wall, the bitter cold shall take me, 
The soft snow cover me, a sombre stain, 
Efface a Man’s shame, and the shame of his life, 
And the wind bear away, the tempest snatch 
The last gritting of my teeth, the curse of death. 


Translated by ABRAHAM M. KLEIN. 
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JEWISH OCCUPATIONAL PROBLEMS 


by Nathan Reich 


G IVING ADVICE is an old Jewish habit and 
Jews have been only too prone to offer the 
world all sorts of counsel on how to run its affairs. 
But the Jewish people as a whole is now atoning for 
it by being, in turn, the most advice-ridden people 
of modern times. Among the periodic admonitions 
addressed to the Jewish masses the most persistent 
one refers to the supposed vulnerability of the econ- 
omic structure of American Jewry. Over and over 
again, Jewish as well as non-Jewish intellectuals have 
taken time out to point out that the Jewish economic 
structure is unsound; that Jews tend to concentrate 
in relatively few areas of economic enterprise; that 
these Jewish occupations are of doubtful economic 
security and of suspect social productivity; that such 
concentration, apart from undermining the sound- 
ness of the Jewish position, is a potent factor in feed- 
ing the flames of anti-Semitism; and that unless the 
Jews are prepared to effect a drastic reshuffling of 
their occupational pattern they are inviting a crisis 
which will bring down upon their heads incalculably 


’ disastrous consequences. The gradual deterioration of 


the status of many Jewish communities in Europe in 
the last two decades, accelerated by the savage on- 
slaughts of Hitlerism upon the very existence of mil- 
lions of Jews in more recent years has lent new vital- 
ity to the preachments of economic doom and 
panaceas of occupational restratification. 

The fact that the occupational distribution of the 
Jewish people differs markedly from that of the 
composite American population is beyond dispute. 
The Jewish community in the United States is char- 
acterized by a threefold concentration. Geographical- 
ly, Jews tend to gravitate toward large urban 
settlements. New York City and Chicago house one- 
half of the entire Jewish population of this country. 
Perhaps ninety percent of the Jewish people live in 
cities of one hundred thousand or over. Economically, 
Jews tend to concentrate in commerce, consumers’ 
goods industries, professions, clerical occupations and 
certain service trades. While there are no precise, 
comprehensive statistical data on Jewish occupational 
distributions, fragmentary studies made by private 
agencies and individuals, and general observation, 
permit the rough generalization that while fourteen 
percent of the general American population is en- 
gaged in trade, seven in the professions, and 26 in 
manufacturing industries, among the Jews of Amer- 
ica 40 to 50 percent are engaged in mercantile 
pursuits, 10-12 percent in professions, and perhaps 
15-20 percent in industry, both as employers and 
employees. In New York City, the home of the 
garment industry, the proportion of industrial wage- 
earners is considerably higher. The proportion of 
Jews who depend upon commerce as a source of 


livelihood is probably three times as high, that in the 
professions twice as high, and in the manufacturing 
industries somewhat less than the corresponding pro- 
portions among the general population. It is common 
knowledge that Jews hardly figure in American 
agriculture, or in the heavy industries, mining, 
and railroad transportation. Moreover, within the 
few major areas in which Jews operate, there is a 
further concentration within relatively few subdivi- 
sions. Thus, Jews in trade are found largely in the 
retail branches; within the consumers’ goods in- 
dustries they are prominent only in the garment, fur 
and millinery branches, and, to a lesser extent, in the 
food products and printing industries; and within the 
professions, Jewish participation is heaviest in law, 
medicine, pharmacy, dentistry and, to a lesser degree, 
in teaching, with only a minor representation in the 
engineering professions. 

While the occupational one-sideness of the Jewish 
people is beyond dispute, it is the interpretation put 
on these economic facts and the conclusions drawn 
from them that are open to serious challenge. First, 
it should be borne in mind that this so-called ab- 
normality is not an exclusively Jewish phenomenon. 
In the United States, every immigrant group of fairly 
recent origin displays an abnormality of its own. A 
close examination of the occupational patterns of 
Americans of Norwegian, Italian, German and Slavic 
origin would probably reveal that each group differs 
from the general American population in occupa- 
tional structure. Norwegians loom largest among 
sailors; Italians among construction workers, truck- 
farmers and the restaurant trades; Germans were, 
and probably still are, dominant in the brewery in- 
dustry; Welshmen are heavily represented among 
miners; and Slavic groups supply large numbers of 
agricultural laborers, and unskilled and semi-skilled 
labor. Every immigrant group brought with it certain 
occupational habits and skills, and, upon coming to 
this country, sought, wherever possible, to adjust 
themselves to the new conditions with a minimum 
of friction. Likewise, when Jews arrived at these 
shores, they naturally looked for occupations which 
came closest to the pattern of life they had pursued 
in the old country. Most of the Jewish immigrants 
hailed from cities and towns; the bulk of them were 
craftsmen, petty traders, semi-professionals and young 
city folk without any particular training, but easily 
adaptable to a variety of urban, industrial or com- 
mercial, occupations: A few years of “American- 
ization” were sufficient to transform the tailor from 
Warsaw into the dress manufacturer of Lower Broad- 
way, the petty merchant from Minsk into the owner 
of an emporium in the Bronx, and the talmudic schol- 
ar from Vilna into an attorney at the American bar. 
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The fact that a certain “abnormality” of economic 
structure is common to all immigrant groups does 
not of itself answer the other charges levelled against 
the occupational pattern of the Jewish people. First, 
are the occupations followed by the Jews unwanted? 
Did the Jews impose, so to speak, their vocational 
preference upon an unwilling American economy? 
Or did they simply distribute themselves in response 
to the requirements of the American economy? The 
best way to answer this question is to take a quick 
backward glance at the main economic trends as they 
are reflected in the decennial inventories of American 
society. An examination of occupational trends of 
the last seventy years reveals a continuous shift of 
population from rural to urban industrial and com- 
mercial occupations. Thus, while in 1870, 537% of 
gainfully employed Americans were engaged in agri- 
culture, the percentage in 1940 was only 17.5. The 
proportion of those engaged in manufacturing in- 
dustries remained fairly stationary, between 25 and 
28 percent. But the percentage of those engaged in 
trade and transportation rose from 9.1 to 23, that of 
professionals from 2.7 to 6.8, clerical occupations 
from 4.6 to 10.3 percent of all those gainfully em- 
ployed. Stated in absolute terms, this means that while 
the economically active population quadrupled, the 
agriculture group rose by only a little more than 
half, the manufacturing group merely held its own, 
but the trade group increased almost twelve times, 
the professional group eleven times, and the clerical 
group seventeen times. The figures reveal that it 
was precisely those groups which registered the 
greatest rate of expansion that attracted the largest 
number of Jews. In other words, Jews did what mil- 
lions of other Americans did; they distributed them- 
selves economically, in response to the economic 
opportunities of the time. They simply obeyed the 
dictates of the market, the ultimate arbiter of the 
American economy. The fact that the vocational and 
social preferences of the vast Jewish immigrant mas- 
ses coincided with the general trends in the American 
economy accounts for the rather successful adjust- 
ment of Jews to the conditions of the new world. 


Moreover, this occupational shift in favor of trade, 
professional and service groups is not the exclusive 
characteristic of the American economy, but is the 
common experience of all modern industrial coun- 
tries. The nature of modern large-scale industry 


- based on specialized production requires an ever-in- 


creasing army of administrative, technical and dis- 
tribution personnel. Specialized production increases 
the distance between producer and consumer, in terms 
of both space and time. The greater the distance 
between the act of production and that of final con- 
sumption, the larger the army of people who mediate 
between the producer and the consumer. Large-scale 
production could hardly function without the services 
of the shipper, the salesman, the billing-clerk, the 
wholesaler, the retailer, and a host of other auxiliary 
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personnel. It is true that these functions add to the 
final cost of the article, but they are indispensable to 
the functioning of a large-scale and low-cost manu- 
facturing system. The price of a pair of shoes in the 
past, purchased from the shoemaker across the street, 
contained practically no distribution cost; the price 
of shoes today, manufactured thousands of miles away 
and brought at the neighborhood store, includes 
about 40% of distribution cost. Yet the total price is 
lower than would probably prevail were we to elimin- 
ate the distributor and return to the handicraft age. 


A proper appreciation of the complexities of the 
modern system of production puts the function of that 
much-abused middleman in a different light. His func- 
tion is as indispensable as that of the actual maker. 
A pound of coffee in Brazil is without value unless 
it is packed, transported, safeguarded, warehoused, 
insured, packaged, displayed and delivered to the 
kitchen door. All factors participating in the long 
journey of the product are creators of value. In a 
sense all people engaged in economic activities are 
middlemen. The farmer mediates between the min- 
erals of the soil, his skill and the produce dealer; the 
manufacturer mediates between the producer of raw 
materials, the seller of labor and the distributor and 
so on along the line. 

It is true that our society may suffer from an excess 
of middlemen in some instances and that the elim- 
ination of some might and frequently does result in 
lower prices, but any economic group may become 
overgrown. There are just as likely to be too many 
farmers or bricklayers as too many merchants. The 
belief of early socialists that the man engaged in dis- 
tribution is a parasite fattening at the expense of the 
“maker” of things, is based on a misreading of the 
nature of values. Even a socialist society, as long as 
it is based on specialized production, would require 
the services of a large army of distributing personnel. 
Whether it would succeed in reducing the army of 
distributing functionaries would depend on_ its 
efficiency. 

If the foregoing analysis is correct, the whole 
argument about the “unproductive” character of 
Jewish occupations fades away. The further charge 
that areas of activity in which the Jews function are 
less secured is just as untenable. This argument is 
usually popular with those who advocate a return to 
the soil. Farming, the source of producing the prime 
necessities of life, is said to offer greater security than 
city occupation. But there are serious flaws in the 
argument. As a source of livelihood, agriculture is 
relatively shrinking. Mechanization and scientific 
cultivation of the soil have severely limited its absorp- 
tive capacity. The type of agricultural work which 
does offer economic security of a sort is the European 
type of diversified, self-sufficient, but relatively un- 
productive peasant farming. But the American 
farmer, with his one-crop cash-farming, exposed to 
all the risks and vagaries of the market, is in fact a 
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produce manufacturer. The experience of recent years 
dramatized by threats of wholesale foreclosures of 
farm properties and the exodus of the Okies, the 
heroic efforts of the Roosevelt Administration bolster- 
ing the weakened agricultural economy should lend 
little encouragement to those who urge the Jews to 
seek refuge behind the plow. 


Nor would Jews enhance their security by transfer 
to the heavy industries. These industries, such as 
steel, mining, lumber and construction, are most 
sensitive to depressions, whose first manifestation is 
a decline in investment, a cessation of factory ex- 
pansion and industrial construction. Moreover, there 
is a substantial body of economic opinion that Amer- 
ican economy now grown to maturity is likely to 
witness a shift of emphasis from the production of 
heavy capital goods to that of consumption goods 
and services, as experienced in the older economies, 
such as England. 


Now what of the claim that economic concentra- 
tion and substantial material success of many Jews 
provide easy targets for anti-Jewish attacks? The 
causal connection between the age-old phenomenon 
of anti-Semitism and the occupational position of the 
Jews, while widely held, is by no means established 
by fact and historical experience. It appears extreme- 
ly doubtful that the stubborn manifestation of xe- 
nophobia can be “appeased” by a mere occupational 
reshuffling. It is a strain on one’s credulity to believe 
that a non-Jew who turns away from a Jewish shop- 
keeper, or dentist or pantsmaker, will embrace a Jew- 
ish farmer or miner in a flush of brotherly love. As 
a matter of fact, the first step by European anti- 
Semitic politicians was to deprive Jewish tillers of 
the soil of their land holdings. For Jews to vacate 
their present economic positions in which they func- 
tion fairly well, for positions for which they would 
be less suited by traditions, habits and social predis- 
positions—all for the sake of a highly hypothetical 
degree of toleration—is a poor bargain. 

The economic argument does not dispose of the 
issue of restratification as a prerequisite to the develop- 
ment of a well-rounded balanced national existence 
in a national homeland. Nor does the present dis- 
cussion imply that American Jews are not faced with 
any problems of economic adjustment in this country. 
Ours is a dynamic economy. Within the major areas 
in which Jews operate some occupations become 
congested. Established skills become obsolete and 
new ones bid for recognition. New forms of distribu- 
tion (e.g. the chain stores) press hard upon the heels 
of the small independent store-keeper. Some profes- 
sions become overcrowded and new ones appear on 
the horizon. The growth of economic concentration 
narrows the scope of individual enterprise and many 
young Jews will be forced to seek employment with 
corporations. Economic discrimination is a grim 
reality which cannot be argued away and which re- 
quires the utmost attention of Jewish as well as non- 
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Jewish public opinion. All that this discussion seeks 
to convey is that by and large the occupations pursued 
by Jews are productive by the accepted standard of 
productivity; that Jews, in choosing occupations, did 
what millions of other Americans did, that is, flock 
to expanding areas of economic opportunity; that 
their sources ‘of livelihood are at least as secure as 
any other operating within the framework of capital- 
ist enterprise; that Jews probably would and should 
continue to seek employment opportunities in indus- 
tries offering good economic prospects; and finally, 
that a voluntary surrender of economic positions will 
not appease local anti-Semites. 

The main economic problem facing American 
Jewry is not restratification, but rather helping pre- 
serve the principles of equality of opportunity, which 
would continue to permit Americans of all origins 
to make any vocational adjustment dictated by chang- 
ing economic realities. 
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IONISTS are often criticized for refusing to con- 
sider more “feasible” projects for a ‘Jewish home- 
land than the difficult and costly Palestine effort. 
We are accused of sacrificing the urgent needs of 
our people to a romantic tradition. Thus, a prom- 
inent Jewish writer in a private conversation re- 
cently deplored the failure of the Zionists to evolve 
a comprehensive project to be presented to the world 
for the mass-colonization of Jews in several territories 
of which Palestine would be one. “There are so 
many millions of Jews uprooted from their homes 
and occupations in the world today,” he said, “and 
there are sure to be many more when the war is over, 
and there will be enough prospective settlers to fill 
Palestine to capacity and overflow into one or two 
more homelands.” At least one additional territory 
ought to be found somewhere in the Americas, in 
Australia or New Zealand, was the argument. 


According to this gentleman, the only Jewish 
group capable of undertaking any homeland-build- 
ing effort are the Zionists, because they have the 
necessary vision, energy and experience in that field 
and because of their ability to arouse the enthusiasm 
of the Jewish masses. More is the pity, then, that the 
Zionists are affected by this Land of the Fathers 
fixation and refuse to consider other lands. 


The accusation leveled against us by some Jews 
is serious enough. But what is perhaps more serious 
is the fact that many of our non-Jewish friends and 
well-wishers in high places hold similar views on 
the place of Palestine in the post-war solution of the 
Jewish problem. As the writer has learned, there 
are circles close to our State Department in Washing- 


ton, which, evidently under the strong influence of 


British anti-Zionists in the diplomatic service, are 
ready to propose not merely another territory in ad- 
dition to Palestine, but a substitute for it, to accom- 
modate the many millions of homeless Jews who will 
have to emigrate from Europe. On several occasions 
it has been hinted both in London and in Washington 


that the Jews ought to accept a “compensation” for 


the loss of their political opportunities in Palestine 
in another territory set aside for Jewish settlement. 
This is considered a “realistic” solution of the knotted 
problems of Palestine with its peculiar difficulties, as 
well as of Jewish homelessness. How easy it is for 
the public to fall in with such a point of view can 
be seen from Reinhold Niebuhr’s recent articles on 
the Jewish question (“Jews after the War,” 
by Reinhold Niebuhr, The Nation, February 
21 and 28). In the person of this vigorous American 
thinker the Zionist idea has acquired a great friend 
of whom we have every reason to be proud. But 
even Professor Niebuhr saw fit to conclude his pro- 
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PROPOSED HOMES FOR JEWS 


by Hayim Greenberg 


foundly thought-out articles with a clear hint that 
other territories than Palestine would have to be 
considered for post-war Jewish colonization. It is 
therefore necessary for us to clarify to ourselves and 
to others the extent of the organic connection between 
Palestine and a territorial solution of the Jewish 
question. 

This connection is one of history and sentiment 
rather than of logic. Theoretically, there is no reason 
why Jews should not be able to establish a homeland 
in a country whose very name was unknown to 
their ancestors. If there were large compact settle- 
ments of Jews living today somewhere in America, 
New Zealand or Africa, where they formed the pre- 
ponderant and socially dominant majority of the 
population, I would be ready to say that Zionism has 
been realized and that those settlements constitute 
the Land of Israel. There is no inherent mystic or 
logical connection between Palestine’s geography, 
climate or topography, and the vitality of the Jewish 
genius, although that pseudo-metaphysical principle 
has been advanced from time to time, since Yehuda 
Halevi. The link between the People of Israel and 
the Land of Israel was forged by history and can 
conceivably be severed by history. The continued de- 
velopment of Jewish national and cultural life may 
be assured in any other country outside of Palestine 
under suitable conditions. 


HE ZIONIST idea in itself has a much wider 

connotation than mere attachment to Palestine. 
It is first and foremost the idea of a Jewish homeland. 
The roots of Zionism in Jewish folklore show a ten- 
dency to consider other lands as at least secondary 
Jewish homelands. Thus popular imagination for 
many generations invented stories of mighty Israel- 
itish kingdoms beyond the Dark Mountains and be- 
yond the River Sambatyon. In modern Zionism many 
a leading figure began his career as a proponent of a 
plan for a Jewish homeland in a country other than 
Palestine. This was especially true of Leon Pinsker 
and Theodore Herzl. Pinsker, in his Auto-emanctpa- 
tion, stressed our need to strive for a4 land of our own 
rather than the Holy Land. He accepted Palestine 
as the prospective Jewish homeland only because he 
found in the Hovevei-Zion the only Jewish group 
which sought a territorial solution of the Jewish prob- 
lem, and they were interested only in Palestine. 
According to Ahad-Haam, Pinsker was subsequently 
disappointed in the possibilities of Palestine as an 
adequate Jewish homeland, but he looked to the 
Jewish achievements in Palestine to serve as a start- 
ing point for a larger territorial project in the future 
somewhere else. Herzl’s Judenstaat is not Zionism, 
but pure territorialism. It was only after Herzl, like 
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Pinsker before him, came in contact with the Jewish 
masses and the Palestine movement, that he became 
a Zionist. Max Nordau and Israel Zangwill were 
enthusiastic supporters of the Uganda project when 
the offer was made by the British Government in 
1903. Nordau’s attempt to justify Uganda as a tem- 
porary homeland (Nachtasyl) until the historic 
moment arrives for acquiring Palestine need not be 
taken too seriously. A nation does not build a home- 
land at a tremendous expense merely to scrap it 
or to move it lock, stock and barrel after a short 
interval. The Uganda project and the subsequent 
quest for territories all over the map, led by Zangwill 
from 1903 to 1914, found many adherents among 
writers and thinkers steeped in Jewish culture and 
particularly among orthodox Jews. 

Nothing came of this quest for a Jewish territory 
before the First World War and nothing came of its 
renewal inthe years preceding the Second World 
War. In the contest between Zionism and Territorial- 
ism, Zionism won. This victory is not to be explained 
by the correctness of the theories advanced by Zion- 
ists during the years of the dispute. It was not be- 
cause the Jews are Semites and therefore belong to 
the Near East; not because in any other land but 
Palestine Jewish national identity would not survive 
or would not develop adequately; it was not because, 
as Borochow claimed, the geographic and economic 
conditions of Palestine make it the only country on 
the globe suitable for Jewish settlement in the twen- 
tieth century. According to Borochow, economic forces 
made mass immigration of Jews into Palestine inevit- 
able regardless of our intentions, and left us no alter- 
native. All these theories were nothing but ration- 
alizations of the historic nostalgia for the Land of 
Israel. It was the same old traditional fixation on 
Palestine which, being more concrete, held a stronger 
appeal for Jews than the legendary kingdoms of the 
Ten Tribes beyond the Sambatyon River and the 
Dark Mountains. 

One usually thinks of a psychological complex as 
of a morbid and harmful state. But that is not al- 
ways the case. The Jewish “complex” about Palestine 
is, in the main, a wholesome and vitalizing force. 
“In the very impotence of the Jewish people lies 
the potency of the Palestine idea,” declared Nahman 
Syrkin at the Ninth Zionist Congress when he left 
the Territorialists to return to the Zionists. Cold rea- 
soning and economic calculations would have dictated 
the search for a country larger, richer in natural re- 
sources and less burdened with political difficulties 
than Palestine. But the desire for a homeland in 
itself was not strong enough in Jews to beget the 


‘energy required for the persistent and systematic 


acquisition of a new country. Only the nostalgia for 
Palestine as a once lost homeland was strong enough 
to beget that energy. How potent and how vitaliz- 
ing has been the energy generated by the Palestine 
passion is now evidenced by the Jewish achievements 
in Palestine. It is not Palestine’s hills and dales, not 
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her sunshine and her sea that make her the country 
best suited for Jewish settlement, but our own senti- 
ments for her, fostered by the folk-culture on which 
her pioneers had been nurtured in the Diespora be- 
fore they came to Palestine. 


Our achievements in Palestine today are largely 
the product of irrational forces and of a romantic 
fixation. During the two thousand years of our dis- 
persion among the nations, we have all but lost 
some of the basic qualities usually associated with a 
nation—the urge for a land of our own, the readi- 
ness to fight for one, etc. It was only the Palestine 
“fixation” of the Jews that could re-create and revivify 
those forces. It took the partial experience of the 
sense of homeland-making to arouse in large sections 
of Jewry the foretaste of a full-fledged homeland. 
Some people today display remarkable “hindsight” 
in deploring our failure to accept the Uganda offer 
in 1903. They argue that in the forty years we could 
have built up in East Africa a large national center 
for the Jewish people enjoying a substantial measure 
of autonomy. But this prophecy in retrospect may 
be entirely false. Our acceptance of the British offer 
might well have resulted in a greater calamity than 
its rejection. The greatest danger of the Uganda pro- 
ject lay not so much in its deflection of our energies 
from Palestine as in the likelihood that we would 
not have utilized its opportunities. 

This would have meant a national disgrace from 
which it would have been almost impossible to re- 
cover. Forty years ago we were much poorer in 
organization than we are today, our urge for a land 
was still weak and there was not the driving force 
of a tremendous catastrophe which now makes many 
of us impatient with the relatively slow progress of 
Palestine and induces us to seek other homelands. 
All these factors required for homeland building de- 
veloped within us mainly with the growth of the 
Palestine homeland. It is the growth of Palestine 
which made the Jews conscious of collective will and 
collective achievement. It is precisely because we 
did not accept Uganda and failed to find another 
territory that we have developed through Palestine 
as homeland-builders to such an extent that our 
ability to make good the Uganda offer is no longer 
questioned. 


B tera ARE five hundred and twenty thousand 
Jews in Palestine today. Is that much or little? 
Little when viewed in the light of the need for settl- 
ing millions of Jews in a homeland of their own; 
little when viewed in the light of the tremendous 
investments in human energy and money made in 
Palestine, and in the light of the hopes and promises 
held out by political Zionism. But it is much when 
viewed in the light of the warnings and prognostica- 
tions made by friends and foes—all but the small 
group of convinced Zionists; much—when viewed 
in the light of the quality of our achievement in Pal- 
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estine and its far-reaching effects on our life as a 
nation and on the fate of the Near East. 

Taken one by one, every one of the warnings and 
adverse comments made by our opponents at the 
start was correct. We were told there was lack of 
free land; that the land available for acquisition 
through purchase was of poor quality; that Britain 
would be unwilling or unable to keep her pledge to 
the Jews; that there would be difficulties with the 
Arabs inside and outside Palestine. But the sum total 
of all those warnings, the general conclusion, was 
wrong: we succeeded. We managed to lay sound 
foundations for a national homeland in Palestine, 
with five hundred and twenty thousand souls as a 
vigorous nucleus for a much larger population. We 
paid higher prices for land, we expended more effort 
in reclaiming it, we dug for water in apparently 
waterless places until we found it, we matched our 
unflinching determination against the apathy and 
churlishness of British officials and our undaunted 
courage against Arab riots and intrigues. Our per- 
sistence, determination, energy and ingenuity, and 
our love of Palestine, managed to open tightly shut 
doors and to break through or circumvent stone walls 
—and there we are, more than half a million strong, 
building, growing, expanding, in spite of every ob- 
stacle placed in our way. 

We have in the past fifty years acquired historic 
rights on Palestine which are more tangible and 
more valid morally than the right to return to the 
Land of our Fathers. Our historic rights today are 
the rights of our efforts and our achievements, the 
rights of drained marshes, the rights of wastelands 
made to bloom, the rights of sweat and blood and 
tears grown into villages and towns and orchards and 
factories and schools and hospitals, the rights of a 
vigorous new civilization in a forsaken corner of the 
world. The half-million Jewish population of Pales- 
tine represents the accumulated result of our efforts 
on which our new historic rights are based. 


It is idle now to speculate on what would have 
been the result of similar efforts invested in a more 
favorably situated territory. We are now too far gone 
on the road to our objective in Palestine, although 
too far from the road’s end. We now have too much 
at stake in the country, too much to lose if the fur- 
ther growth of our undertaking should end now. 


_ As a laboratory experiment, then, Palestine has 
proven eminently successful. But ought we to be 
satisfied with this? Assuming that we can obtain 
somewhere a large stretch of territory with better 
soil and under more favorable conditions than Pales- 
tine—would it then be practical to say to ourselves: 
“Thus far have we gone in Palestine, but it is no 
longer profitable to continue our work there. Let 
us now make use of the experience and energy we 
have acquired in Palestine for the building of a home- 
land elsewhere”? 
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BU WHERE is there a territory available not 
merely for an infiltrating immigration, but for 
large-scale Jewish colonization leading to the estab- 
lishment of a Jewish homeland? Certainly not in 
Europe or in Asia, outside of Palestine and its adjoin- 
ing lands. The remaining three continents—America, 
Africa and Australia—contain plenty of uncultivated 
land not only for the Jews, but for a dozen other 
peoples besides. But during the immediate historic 
period at least some portions of those continents must 
be left out of consideration as possible places for 
Jewish mass-colonization. They are the British Do- 
minions and the sovereign republics of the Americas. 
The Dominions—Canada, Australia, New Zealand— 
have land to spare and are in dire need of popula- 
tion. One province in Canada—British Columbia— 
could easily carve out its least inhabited section to 
provide the Jews with a homeland. But the policy 
of the Dominions has been against any “block set- 
tlements” of non-English-speaking people, Jews or 
Gentiles. They definitely want to preserve their pres- 
ent racial and cultural physiognomy and would not 
willingly permit any immigration or colonization 
which is likely to alter it to any appreciable degree. 
A similar basic principle governs the policy of the 
Latin-American republics: they demand the assimila- 
tion of the prospective immigrant. Brazil prefers 
Jews of the Catholic confession of faith, Mexico pre- 
fers unmarried Jews likely to marry non-Jews, and 
other republics show their fear of admitting alien 
elements simply by not admitting them at all. None 
would think for a moment of permitting a province 
to be carved out of its territory for a Jewish or any 
other national homeland. Our own Department of the 
Interior, far from being guilty of reactionary national- 
ism, nevertheless, in proposing the settlement of 
Alaska by refugees, found it necessary to stress that 
in all new projects at least fifty per cent of those 
employed should be American citizens. The Do- 
minican project for settling one hundred thousand 
refugees is an exception, but even it must be taken 
with reservations. In the first place, one hundred 
thousand, particularly in a “non-sectarian” settlement 
to consist of a variety of ethnic groups, do not make a 
homeland; in the. second place, we need not be too 
sure that San’ Domingo will not change its mind 
about the project. At one time San Domingo invited 
a number of Negroes from neighboring Haiti when 
there was a labor shortage. Years later, when the 
same Negroes were ordered to go back where they 
had come from and decided to stay, half of them were 
slaughtered under the regime of the same Gen. Tru- 
jillo who is the native sponsor of the Dominican pro- 
ject for refugees. 

There remain, of course, vast colonial possessions in 
Africa and in the Americas. These can be divided into 
two classes: first, territories with free soil, but with 
a large population which from the standpoint of 
modern industry and intensive agriculture is large 
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enough to require or to exploit its resources, and, 
second, territories with free and cultivable soil and 
a small population. 

In the strict legal sense the local population can- 
not offer any objections to a project for colonization 
adopted by the government administering the terri- 
tory. But the possible opposition of the native popu- 
lation to the penetration of foreigners into their land 
must be borne in mind. The Arab-speaking Moslems 
of North Africa under French rule would be certain 
to offer more violent objection to a plan for a Jewish 
homeland within their territories where there is 
plenty of room for it — than their coreligionists and 
kinsmen in Palestine. There are some British and 
French possessions in Africa whose populations have 
not the national consciousness and the historic tradi- 
tion and culture of the Arabs or the Berbers. But 
they have at least a nascent sense of group identity 
or whatever it may be called in its initial form before 
we deign to grant it recognition. At any rate, they 
have a strong sense of possession of the land they live 
in and they are numerous enough to make consider- 
able trouble for any new settlers whom they would 
look upon as intruders. They may prove to be as 
troublesome as the Arabs in Palestine and just as 
unreasonable in their refusal to be convinced by argu- 
ments drawn from technology and statistics and by 
actual improvements in their own living conditions. 
Kenya has about three million people, Madagascar 
about four million, Tanganyika over five million, 
Portuguese Angola over three million, Mozambique 
four million. In some of these countries the natives 
have a share in the administration; in nearly all of 
them there are schools for the natives, even in their 
own dialects. The natives of Kenya offered strong 
opposition when the British Government wished to 
reserve large tracts of vacant land for future settle- 
ment by white people, and Britain was forced to 
abandon the project. A for a Jewish homeland 
would be sure to meet onger Opposition. 

But there are territo io the populations 
are of insignificant sie in whithethe land is re- 
ported to be good affd the ‘ds fav@table. There 
is, for example, Brigsh Guiafa tent shortly 
before the publicatiotfof th Gs ite Paper 
as a country fit for pe pe Opization and not 
likely to offer any politicet d am the handling 
of the native mele meg, sig this is so, 
assuming also that the neigh eh Aas ics are not 
likely to make a claim on such a territory after the 
Jews have settled their first hundred thousand and 
built roads and railways in the country—assuming all 
that, the question still remains, at what pace can 
Jewish colonization proceed in a still undeveloped 
country? Our own experience in Palestine and the 
experience of colonizing other countries by other 
people has demonstrated that during the first decades 
the absorptive capacity of any new country is ex- 
tremely low and that it takes many years of hard 
work and tremendous investments to create an ab- 
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sorptive capacity. Again we may draw om Alaska for 
an illustration. The American Government, with 
unlimited resources at its disposal, anxious to colonize 
Alaska as it is, envisaged the settlement of two hun- 
dred families during the first years of its project. And 
the project—now shelved by the war—called for the 
eventual opening up of the country to some ten to 
fifteen million people! It would take at least a gen- 
eration, under the most favorable conditions, to settle 
a few hundred thousand Jews in British Guiana or 
in a similar territory. On the other hand, who can 
doubt that with half a million Jews already estab- 
lished in Palestine, it would take infinitely less time 
and effort to settle another half million there? In 
British Guiana today we would have to begin our 
work with the first Jew, in Palestine we have already 
begun on our second half million. To give up col- 
onization in Palestine for the sake of, say, British 
Guiana, would be to give up the chances of settling 
thousands of Jews for the sake of settling tens or, 
at the very most, hundreds. 

But, it may be countered, we need not cease our 
efforts in Palestine to launch on a colonizing project 
elsewhere. We may go on with our work in Pales- 
tine, and at the same time begin the colonization of 
one or two new lands with a view of enabling them to 
receive large masses of Jews in about twenty years 
who by that time may find the new territory easier to 
colonize than Palestine. 

This idea of two parallel colonization schemes de- 
serves special consideration. We must carefully ap- 
praise our strength and ask ourselves, whether we 
have the necessary energy and the necessary psycho- 
logical discipline for carrying on such a dual effort. 
What effect will such a scheme have on those non- 
Jewish and international forces without whose endur- 
ing co-operation we cannot even begin to think of 
undertaking a task of such magnitude? In strict logic 
one project need not hamper the other. But we are 
not concerned with rational forces alone. Sentiment 
and other psychological considerations are very po- 
tent factors in generating that collective energy of 
the Jews and that sympathy of the non-Jewish world 
which we urgently need for the success of our efforts. 
There is a grave danger that a dual effort will prove 
to be a dual obstacle. Our energies may be split. We 
may not be able’ to secure even the minimum of 
favorable political conditions for our effort in Pales- 
tine because we would be told that we have another 
homeland. According to bare arithmetic one home- 
land plus another homeland make two homelands. 
But historic reality may show the sum of two home- 
lands to amount to much less than one. Before we 
can think of an additional territory, we must make 
sure of our opportunities to continue our effort in 
Palestine—to turn the first half million into the 
first million; the first million into the first two mil- 
lion. Only when our work in Palestine has reached 
the saturation point, can we entertain any offers for 
another homeland—if by that time we still need one. 
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THE DOOR OPENS 


by Shulamith Schwartz 


T HE GROWING rapprochement between the Sov- 
iet and the democratic countries since Russia's en- 
try into the war has a deeply significant Jewish aspect. 
For the first time in twenty years Russian Jewry has 
now entered into official relations with Jews abroad, 
and more especially, with the Jewish Homeland in 
Palestine from which it had been shut off more 
stringently than from any other Jewish community. 

In erecting a barrier between its population and 
the outer world, the Soviet isolated from world Jewry 
that section of it which for many years had been its 
center of gravity, the main bearer of Jewish historic 
development. The revival of Hebrew, the develop- 
ment of Yiddish, the growth of Jewish nationalism, 
the first pioneering steps in Palestine, were all the 
products of the authentic, deeply-rooted folk-life and 
culture of Russian Jewry. The October Revolution 
brought a sudden stop in that development and a 
sudden severance of communications with the out- 
side world. Yet it hardly seemed possible that even 
under the radically changed circumstances of the 
new regime, the heritage of centuries could become 
completely ineffectual. How much of the old spirit 
and the old attitudes of Russian Jewry had survived? 

The last years have given us at least the beginning 
of an answer to this question. Hitler has made Rus- 
sian Jews once more poignantly aware of their Jew- 
ishness and of the existence of a universal and 
individual Jewish problem which affects them as 
well as all other Jews. Jewish soldiers and guerrillas 
in the Red Army are constantly reported to be show- 
ing extraordinary, desperate courage: the Nazi press 
itself describes them in astonishment as fighting to 
the last ditch and then committing suicide in prefer- 
ence to being captured. The outrages committed by 
the Nazis against Jews in occupied Russian territory 
“made me remember that my mother’s name was 
Channah,” said Ilya Ehrenbourg, the famous Soviet 
novelist. The general Russian policy of alliance with, 
and reliance upon, outside forces was given specific- 
ally Jewish expression in the appeal to the Jews of 
the world to unite against Hitler, signed by twenty- 
six leading Jewish citizens of the Soviet Union and 
endorsed at a Jewish mass meeting held in Moscow 
on August 24. This manifesto, according to a United 
Press cable, warned “that unless the Nazis were 
defeated, wholesale extermination would be the lot 
of all Jews, including those in the United States and 
Britain.” It urged a universal economic boycott 
against the Nazis: “Brother Jews all over the world, 
do everything in your power to disrupt the German 
economic resources .. . Do your bit in this sacred war 
against the Fascist monster.” 

The appeal might easily be considered superfluous. 
Its positive significance lies indeed in something 


quite other than its political advice. It is its explicit 
admission of the existence of a distinct Jewish nation- 
ality and a single Jewish destiny that made the world 
Zionist leadership in London and Jerusalem see in 
it a possible turning point—at least, one might say, 
the opening to a certain extent of a long shut door. 
Here was an official appeal from the Jews of Russia 
to all Jews, and the Zionist movement, charged with 
the burden of the destiny of all Jews, hastened to 
answer and to reestablish contact with those millions 
the Revolution seemed to have cut off from the body 
of world Jewry. At the end of September, by special 
arrangement with the British Broadcasting Company, 
the Jerusalem radio broadcast through London to 
Moscow the message of Palestinian Jewry to a second 
Russian Jewish mass meeting heldin Moscow. Infinite 
care and tact went into the preparation of the pro- 
gram. The announcer introduced the program and 
each of the speakers in four languages—English, 
Hebrew, Yiddish and Russian; each of the three 
latter languages was utilized by one or more of the 
speakers; appropriate Hebrew music was introduced, 
sung by the Jewish choir of the Jerusalem radio. 

Each of the speeches was imbued with a sense of 
the historic importance of the occasion, but underly- 
ing them all was a much simpler human emotion— 
the desire to be in touch once more with the brothers 
and sisters, the parents, the cousins and friends who 
had remained behind in Russia. “For years,” said 
Ben-Zvi, the head of the Vaad Leumi, “you have 
been cut off from us but we have never been willing 
to accept the separation as final.” “It is twenty-twc 
years since I left you, dear brothers and sisters in 
Russia,” the last speech of Ussishkin’s life began, 
“but the love I feel for you remains unchanged, and 
in all that my comrades and I have done to build a 
homeland we have always believed that we were 
working for you as well as for all other Jews. Now 
a common enemy has brought us together again.” 

It was, as so often, Berl Katznelson, the editor of 
“Davar,” who expressed most powerfully and fully 
the implications of this first attempt at reunion with 
the Jews of Russia. “We have longed for many years 
to hear your voice and at last it has spoken to us from 
the ruins of the towns that we knew and loved and 
that are now become scorched earth. We are eager 
to answer you and we hope that our voices will reach 
you, will be heard and recognized. We are the 
youngest branch on the tree of Jewish life, the branch 
Russian Jews were among the first to plant in the 
soil of the Land of Israel. We are more than half a 
million now and we have given refuge to tens of 
thousands fleeing from anti-Semitism and fascism. 
We are a community of Jewish laborers and builders, 
farmers and factory workers, chauffeurs and tractor 
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drivers, soldiers and sailors. Like you, we are doing 
all that we can to fight the mortal enemy. Our young 
men are fighting of their own free will, for this is 
our war. And we trust that a new chapter in Jewish 
history as well as in world history will follow the 
victory of the democracies and the Soviet Union. Our 
long, rich history is by no means ended, and we shall 
yet be a free people living a life of justice, labor and 
culture. We hope that the sense of Jewish brother- 
hood which has welled up in you in these days of 
war will not die in days of peace, and that we shall 
not again be estranged from each other. We believe 
that the vitality of Russian Jewry has by no means 
been exhausted and that it will yet make great con- 
tributions to our life.” 


wert ARE the grounds, if any, for believing 
in the vitality—the Jewish vitality—of Russian 
Jewry? The appeal of the twenty-six intellectuals is 
hardly the direct result of a mass emotion: it is surely 
to a large extent dictated by political considerations. 
What of the average Russian Jew? What, particular- 
ly, of that younger generation which has grown up 
since the Revolution in the era of the proscription of 
Hebrew and of Jewish religious life? We have only 
scraps of evidence on which to base an answer, but, 
details though they are, they are highly illuminating. 
There is for instance the episode related by a Pales- 
tinian Jewish soldier who had met Russian Jewish 
soldiers in the course of military duties presumably 
in Persia. The Tel-Aviv correspondent of the New 
York “Jewish Daily Forward” has reported the 
Palestinian’s narrative in full, and out of it rises a 
surprising picture of Jewish solidarity and pride and 
even of an instinctive sort of Zionist feeling among a 
group of Jews in the Red Army. The Palestinian 
described the soldiers of the Russian tank company 
as being interested in the British radio cars: suddenly 
one of the Rusians noticed the Magen David on the 
Palestinian’s belt, asked if he were Jewish and then 
immediately began to talk to him in Yiddish. The 
Russian brought four other Jewish soldiers to meet 
the Palestinian; only the youngest of them, a twenty 
year old, did not speak Yiddish, but he emphatically 
asserted time and again that he was Jewish. Since the 
commanding officer of the entire company of several 
hundred men was also Jewish, the Palestinian was 
eager to meet him. The officer’s greeting to him was: 
“Come in. You will be with your own people here.” 
And then followed a whole evening in which the 
Palestinian had not time to ask a single question 
about Russia, since he was showered with hundreds 
of questions on Palestine, particularly on the Kib- 
butzim and their agricultural productivity. The 
officer’s first question was: “Tell the truth—are there 
any Jews in Palestine?” His second was: “Do you 
know Berl Katznelson?” The conclusion of the 
Palestinian’s report is particularly moving. “I spent 
three days there with them, and whenever they saw 
me they greeted me with ‘Shalom’. Before my de- 
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parture I went to say good-bye to the Commander. I 
was taken into his office. He was sitting with three 
other officers, non-Jews. He gave me his hand and 
said ‘good-bye. I said: ‘I am going home to Palestine.’ 
And he replied in Yiddish: ‘I should like to go 
with you.’ ” 

There is something of the same atmosphere about 
a report printed in “Davar” a year ago and written 
by one of those hundreds of Lithuanian and Polish 
halutzim whom the Soviet after the Nazi conquest 
of Poland allowed—for the first time in twenty years 
—to go through Russia on the way to Palestine. 
Mordecai Halter, the author, describes how his group 
on their way from Vilna to Moscow wefe so over- 
come with joy as they left the Lithuanian border be- 
hind them that they spontaneusly burst into song. 
The sound of the vigorous new Palestinian songs 
they were singing enchanted all their neighbors in 
the train. One of them, a young Jewish officer, was 
particularly impressed, and, disregarding the ban 
against talking to tourists, he left his seat, sat down 
next to the halutzim and entered into a long con- 
versation with them. Where were they going and 
why did they not remain in Russia where Jews were 
completely free? “We became friendly and we told 
him about the Yishuv and its accomplishments and 
struggles and its creation of the new type of Jewish 
urban and village workers. We talked of the sor- 
rows and the daring and devotion of the illegal im- 
migrants, and all we said was so new to him that he 
sat wide-eyed and absorbed everything with deep 
interest. Later on, when we again began to sing, he 
joined us in singing one of the songs of the Emek. 
He took out his memorandum book and asked us to 
write the words of the song in Russian script since 
he wished to remember them and knew no Yiddish 


-or Hebrew. We parted at the railway terminal in 


Moscow and he was still singing to himself 
‘This is our fate, this is the law— 
This is our road, the way that we must go!’” 
Another significant encounter between a Russian 
Jew and halutzim on their way to Palestine took 
place—a routine report of the Youth Aliyah Bureau 


Che 


Childs sends greetings to all its 





friends and patrons who, at this 
season, celebrate the Passover, and 
hopes they will enjoy our hospi- 


tality now and throughout the year. 














oe 


? 
A 


20 


reveals—when a group of German Jewish children 
who had been waiting for their certificates in Sweden 
crossed the Finnish border into Russia. As the Rus- 
sian customs inspectors were examining the child- 
ren’s baggage, a Jew among them began to talk Heb- 
rew to the astonished boys and girls. A Soviet official 
talking a language forbidden by Soviet law for two 
decades! One seems to recognize in him a brother to 
the twelve year old member of the Lithuanian 
“Hehalutz Hatzair” whom the same Mordecai Halter 
describes as visiting him the night he was packing his 
belongings for the trip to Palestine. Lithuania was 
already Sovietized and the youngster came recently 
in the darkness. He helped Halter to pack but when 
the latter was about to put his Bible into the bundle, 
the boy begged him: “Leave us your Bible. You are 
going to Palestine and you will be able to get another 
Bible. But here the Hebrew book stores have been 
closed, the Hebrew libraries dispersed, and it is illegal 
to read or study Hebrew at all! Give us your Bible as 
a parting gift. It will give us strength in hard days...” 


) er WERE Bible-reading and Bible-loving 
Jewish youngsters in the Russia of 1920 quite as 
in the Lithuania of 1940. Most of them, now that 
they are adults, can hardly have forgotten completely 
what was once a central factor in their intellectual 
and emotional lives. That which hundreds and thous- 
ands undoubtedly feel to a lesser or greater extent 
has even found poignant artistic expression in the 
work of a Soviet Hebrew poet who is singularly mov- 
ing in his honesty and sensitiveness and in the tort- 
ured depth of his feelings. Elisha Rodin had written 
Yiddish till, in bitter protest against the persecution 
of Hebrew, he made himself write Hebrew prose and 
verse. He was anxious to be arrested because he 
might then be allowed, as persona non grata, to 
leave the country and go to Palestine. Hence, discov- 
ering the censorship, he mailed his rebellious writings 
to friends and literary figures in Palestine—a fact to 
which we owe the little collected volume of his work 
published by the Davar Press in 1938. 

It is an unforgettable and, indeed, a shattering ex- 
perience to read the little book. Here is verse so 
direct that it is almost a cry; here in one man’s spirit- 
ual agony is the historic protest of an entire national 
culture. Yet for all the strength of his emotions 
Rodin is by no means blind or one-sided. He appraises 
the Revolution with wisdom and sensitiveness. In 
fine, philosophic prose essays he weighs it in the 
scales of an ethical sense formed by a life-long devo- 
tion to Spinoza and the ancient prophets. “I have no 
fear for the aristocrats dislodged by the Revolution, 
for the long, slender, white fingers that so skilfully 
hanged and tortured human beings,” he writes. And 
he sees and praises what the Revolution had done to 
raise the spirits and the standard of living of the un- 
derprivileged, to wipe out superstition and illiteracy. 
But he sees inhumanity as well, and the dreadful 
contrast between wretched poverty and callous, well- 
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fed bureaucrats. “I have tried to study the language 
of the Revolution but I cannot understand a language 
which values an imported tool or machine above the 


-lives of human beings. I cannot understand a lan- 


guage which for the sake of a few dollars of foreign 
exchange tortures poor people in dungeons.” Nor can 
he forgive the sleek, all-powerful official who decided 
that “I may not go to Palestine where an unquench- 
able longing drives me but must stay here and wait 
in line for hours for a bit of spoiled cabbage.” I am 
powerless in his hands and I watch him wipe off his 
desk the tears of the old woman who begged unsuc- 
cessfully to be allowed to join her children and grand- 
children in Palestine.” 

Rodin is fully conscious of what the Revolution 
has done to make the Jew equal to all other citizens 
and to root out the ancient religious prejudice against 
him, but “no revolution has the right to destroy my 
national culture. Who will redeem my Bible that I 
must hide by wrapping it in pages of Pravda? The 
crux of the problem is expressed in his description of 
his struggle for his son.” Every night when my seven 
year old son comes home from school I hear his sweet 
little voice crying out, ‘Grandma, there is no God! 
You can’t even see him through a microscope.’ I take 
him to my room and lock the door and read Genesis 
to him. ‘How nice it sounds! Is it really true?’ he 
says. We read a different chapter every night. My 
little boy looks for Jacob’s ladder, trembles with 
emotion when Joseph reveals himself to his brothers, 
is completely absorbed in a world of exalted figures 
and noble thoughts. But every morning he must go 
back to school. They are many and I am only one. 
Who will win?” 


Rodin was to lose. The boy became a devoted 
member of the Comsomol but another love remained 
to Rodin—the strange, passionate love of Hebrew 
which alone seems to have given the depressed, un- 
happy man comfort in what he himself calls a barren 
life. Hebrew is the great, adored theme of almost all 
his poems. They are, one might say, love songs to 
the language, to the ancient language of the prophets 
that fills his rooms with radiance, that sings in his 
bloods, that is the staff of his life, his only portion in 
the world. Worn out and sick at heart after long 
days as a book-keeper in a cooperative store, he comes 
back to his gloomy little room, and the Hebrew 
dictionary in which the life of ages is bound up, and 
the map of Palestine looking down on him like a 
kindly shepherd, comfort him. 

I will go to my language 

And draw from my language 

Healing for my heart .. . 

I will bury my head 

In the fragrance of pages, 

And breathe in the air of the generations... 

Far away on alien soil he has no fitting words to 
sing the glory of Hebrew: he can only bring it all 
the love in his heart, can only pray that it will forgive 
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him his defficiencies. He knows those defficiencies, 
those occasional awkwardnesses of style all too clear- 
ly, and he begs in one of the most touching poems in 
our modern language: 
O language of the prophets, language of the 
tearful Psalms, 
When I come to you in weariness, give me 
strength. 
Dress my cries in words, 
Mend what is amiss, 
Do not abandon me in my grief, 
Answer me as you answered my fathers 
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In every sorrow and every distress. 

I shall knock at your gates 

And never grow weary, 

I shall plead with all the grief of my soul, 

I shall borrow words from the mighty. 

Oh, my language, shelter me beneath your 

wings. 

And Rodin, for whom Hebrew has become the 
symbol of the Jewish past and of Jewish survival, 
may well be himself the symbol of a national spirit 
which is yet to come to life and to fruition in Soviet 


Jewry. 


COUNTESS WALDECK REPORTS 


by Marie Syrkin " 


F YOU should be inclined to manufacture “Gran- 
ny’s Baby Broth” and add a pinch of paregoric 
just to keep baby quiet, the Pure Food and Drug Act 
would compel you to specify the exact ingredients in 
the mixture. That would somehow cramp your style, 
because the most confiding of young mothers would 
be wary of your “Baby Broth.” But it’s simpler in 
the world of letters. There an author can compose 
his own label. If he describes himself as a violent 
anti-fascist, the reviewers are happy to take him at 
his word. Some of them haven’t time to read the 
whole book anyhow, and it saves them the trouble 
of classification. Others may be puzzled by the 
peculiar forms the author’s devotion to democracy 
takes, but explain the aberration as a defect of vision, 
rather than of intention. Just little lambs, these re- 
viewers! 

Consider the strange case of “Athene Palace” by 
Countess Waldeck. It has made the best-seller lists. 
“The New Republic” has seen fit to commend it as 
“the thriller of anti-Nazi literature.” “The Saturday 
Review of Literature” is practically ecstatic. It views 
the author who has managed to retain “ironical ob- 
jectivity” as the “model historian” of our time. Not 
all reviewers go to such lengths of enthusiasm, but 
the approbation is pretty general. Here we have an 
“engrossing,” “shrewd,” “sophisticated” account of 
the Nazis in Rumania, showing them up for what 
they are. 

If “Athene Palace” had not been so blithely hailed 
as a significant contribution to anti-Nazi literature, 
it would not be worth discussing. In view of the fact, 
however, that it has reached best-seller status in such 
a guise, a few questions about the author, her book, 
and the perspicacity of the reviewers may be pertinent. 

Who is the Countess Waldeck? That fortunately 
is easy to answer. She is Rosie Goldschmiet, a Ger- 
man Jewess who told us all about herself in her auto- 
biography “A Prelude to the Past,” which was pub- 
lished in 1934. Reticence is not Rosie’s strong point, 


so we are blessed with ample data concerning her 
lovers, friends, and husbands. Being a clever girl, she 
went far, ending up as the wife of Franz Ullstein of 
the great Ullstein Press. Franz was past sixty when 
she married him, and she not quite thirty, but she did 
it all for love—not love of Franz, but to keep her cur- 
rent lover interested. The brilliant Ullstein marriage 
did not last long, because Rosie was accused of es- 
pionage. She was accused alternately of being a 
French and German agent. Charges were made that 
her journalistic jaunts to various parts of the world 
were merely covers for less creditable activities. She 
reports that Georg Bernhard, editor of the Vossische 
Zeitung, head of the Ullstein Press, member of the 
German Reichstag, was one of her chief adversaries. 
She quotes a friend as saying to her, “The grotesque 
thing is that Bernhard thinks you're still a spy. He 
says that once entangled in that kind of thing one 
can never quite get out.” The Ullstein affair was a 
sensation in Berlin several years before the rise of 
Hitler. Rosie was cleared for lack of evidence, but 
the net result was a divorce and a financial settlement. 


This ultra-candid Rosie reappears as an “American 
journalist” in Bucharest in 1940. Gone are the in- 
timate revelations which made “Prelude to the Past” 
so chummy. In “Athene Palace” the Countess in- 
dicates that she is a “non-Aryan.” There is also exact- 
ly one sentence from which one can glean the in- 
formation that the “American journalist” originally 
came from Germany. In fact, those not lucky enough 
to have read “Prelude to the Past” would never guess 
that the Countess had been an active figure in the 
social and intellectual life of pre-Hitler Germany. 
They would certainly never guess that she was a Ger- 
man Jewish banker’s 100% Jewish daughter. The 
discreet “nori-Aryan” might mean only one Jewish 
grandpartent lurking somewhere on the family tree. 

It is with this background in view, that “Athene 
Palace” gets increasingly curious. The Countess 
watches the “bloodless conquest” of Rumania by the 
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Nazis for seven months. She has long, heart-to-heart 
talks with leading Nazis who explain the Nazi pat- 
tern to her. That is what is hard to fathom. Surely, 
no matter how uncommunicative she might choose 
to be about her past, no Nazi would accept her as 
an “American journalist,’ Aryan or non-Aryan. No 
important Nazi would fail to be informed by his en- 
tourage that the lady was a well-known German Jew- 
ess, the ex-Mrs. Ullstein who had figured in a sensa- 
tional trial not so long before the advent of Hitler. 
Hence the long, confidential discussions between the 
lady and highly placed Nazis are difficult to under- 
stand. No German Jewish with her opportunities to 
watch the rise of national socialism could require 
quite so much elucidation, nor is it usual for Nazi 
luminaries to select German Jewish expatriate jour- 
nalists as their mediums of communication with any 
public. In “Athene Palace” Nazi generals and ambas- 
sadors accept ther as an “American journalist” until 
she pulls her “non-Aryan” surprise. No little Gestapo 
ever tells them the facts of life before that. 

Be that as it may, Nazi chieftains, in their desire 
to convince her of the desirability of the Nazi order, 
enlighten the ever-questioning Countess in mono- 
logues and dialogues which occupy many a page in 
her opus. Dr. Neubacher explains Germany’s econ- 
omic organization of the Balkans: “The aims of the 
new economic order of Europe were to abolish un- 
employment everywhere through full utilization of 
the productive forces of every country; regulation of 
international exchange on the basis of barter; break- 
ing of the British monopoly on raw materials, and 
therefore of the arbitrary power of capitalistic specul- 
ators; and—to get down to cases—to increase the 
buying power of agricultural peoples such as Ruma- 
nia through improved methods and crops.” The pro- 
gram sounds feasible and attractive as Dr. Neubacher 
expounds it, and to all the Countess’s objections, he 
always has a persuasive rejoinder which she faith- 
fully reports as a good journalist should. Her own 
comment on the program is “Rumania in the Era Ger- 
manica sounded like a good place for peasants—that 
is, for eighty-five percent of the Rumanian people. 
But for the remaining fifteen percent it would be a 
hell of a bore, or a hell of hell.” What’s good for 
eighty-five percent, can’t be so bad, can it? 

Of Hitler's conquest of Europe, the Countess has 
.this to say: “The fall of France formed a climax to 
twenty years of failure of the promises of democracy 
to handle unemployment, inflation, deflation, labor 
unrest, party egoism, and what not. Europe, tired of 
herself and doubtful of the principles she had been 
living by, felt almost relieved to have everything set- 
tled—not satisfactorily, but in such a way that it ab- 
solved her of all responsibility.... Hitler, Europe 
felt, was a smart guy—disagreeable but smart. He 
had gone far in making his country strong. Why not 
try his way?” 
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Where then did we get our silly notions about 
martyred Europe, invasion, the passion for freedom? 
Well, the Countess helps us to understand that also 
in her inimitable “sophisticated” way. She quotes an- 
other “American journalist” who witnessed the con- 
quest of Norway. “That's how these Europeans are. 
Like little babies who laugh happily at the kidnappers 
who take them for a ride.... Of course, later they 
get frightened and cry, but chiefly because mean- 
while we Americans have got hold of the case and 
raise hell about aggression and the wickedness of it 
all. Otherwise they might have lived happily ever 
after under the Germans, really like babies at the 
kidnappers’.” So much for the heroism and agony of 
Norway described somehow differently by other re- 
porters! The inference is inescapable. Why doesn’t 
America mind her business and not make trouble, 
particularly since the “babies” fared none too well 
with the “democratic” parents. 


Only on rare occasions would one suspect from the 
Countess’ reportage that the kidnappers ever make the 
baby cry. Her Nazis are smooth as silk. They object 
to atrocities perpetrated by Rumanian Guardists be- 
cause these “compromised totalitarianism.” They ob- 
ject to anti-Semitic legislation in Rumania as too 
rapid. The Countess even thinks it worthwhile to re- 
port a tale of German officers who protested when 
Jews were ordered out of a Rumanian theatre. One 
punctilious Nazi announced that “These people have 
paid exactly as we have and if they have to go, I and 
my comrades go too.” The chivalrous behavior of the 
Nazi officers saved the Jews from being beaten up by 
Rumanian thugs waiting outside the theatre. The 
Countess doesn’t vouch for this tale, but she views 
it as symptomatic of how “restful” the Rumanians 
found the German military mission. 

No, the Countess doesn’t like the Nazis; she thinks 
they muddle along like the rest of us, but being “ob- 
jective,” she can’t help giving even the devil his due. 
This is how she estimates Nazi achievement: “The 
Germans from a purely economic point of view had 
done in one year everything for Polish agriculture 
that the Polish republic had failed to do in twenty 
years. And the Germans were doing amazing things 
in France. Nor was there any doubt that eighty-five 
percent of the Rumanian people would benefit im- 
mensely from such a plan.... Though emphatically 
convinced that an economic plan was not enough to 
organize Europe on, I realized it was nothing to 
sneeze at, and that for large parts of the European 
people it might have a more vital importance than 
Union Now and even the eight points.” From now 
on, Countess, we'll know better than to believe those 
stories of famine and pillage in Poland and France. 


There are some other delicious bits in this “anti- 
Nazi thriller.” What lovely talks the Countess has 
with a great Nazi general about the British and Amer- 
ica! It seems that Hitler’s awfully fond of the British. 
He admires their valor. What a pity that they won't 
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make peace. As to America, the General remarks 
“wistfully’—‘“American entry will just make the war 
more terrible and prolong it.” The General also con- 
fides that Hitler doesn’t want the British Empire to 
fall apart. He is amazed at the notion that Hitler 
might attack the United States: “Good God, how 
could he get over to America when he can hardly get 
over to England.” And finally the General mourns 
over Roosevelt’s failure to perceive his function: “It’s 
a pity that a great statesman like Roosevelt misses his 
real historical opportunity. He could become the 
peacemaker of the world on a much larger scale than 
Wilson was.” Alas, that the white races should rend 
each other, when they could have “peace.” Nice 
wistful Nazi general! Lindbergh couldn’t do better. 

By a strange oversight, the Countess’ reportorial 
passion doesn’t lead her to devote long seances to 
anti-Nazis. With extraordinary gallantry, she lets 
the enemy hold forth most volubly, instructively and 
agreeably. She does find room for exactly two para- 
gtaphs on the Jewish pogroms in Rumania, which is 
sporting of Rosie Goltschmiet, but Rumanian and 
Nazi fascists are her buddies. She sheds tears over 
the death of the anti-Semite Jorga, but no Jew rates 
an interview in her volume. No liberal or democrat 
has a chance to do a little exposing of his own. The 
Nazis have the floor pretty much to themselves, and 
they make an impressive showing despite the Coun- 
tess’ repeated objections. 
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The Countess does find one fly in the ointment. 
The Nazi order won't work because it lacks mercy. 
And by this she means that it excludes peoples 
other than Germans from its blessings. “Their 
avowed doctrine of the Herrenvolk, of the chosen 
people, had been all right for the German revolution 
proper, but for the world revolution or domination 
of Europe it was entirely wrong. By excluding the 
Poles and Czechs and God knows whom from the 
sweepstakes for Paradise, Hitler’s totalitarian order 
was essentially anti-imperialistic.” That’s the trouble 
with Hitler. He just won’t let everybody share in 
his great idea. 


On the frontispiece of her book, the Countess has 
inscribed a quotation from Stendhal: “Shall I be ac- 
cused of approving these things because I describe 
them?” Freud could do wonders with this selection, 
but the Countess need not have been worried. She 
made the grade even in “The New Republic.” How- 
ever, there may be some simple souls who feel that 
Rosie’s hobnobbing with Nazis, whom she describes 
pleasantly as “violent anti-Semites” is abject rather 
than “objective,” and suspicious rather than “sophis- 
ticated.” If this is “anti-Nazi” writing, I'll take “Mein 
Kampf” straight. 


As an additional fillip, it is interesting to note that 
the Countess thanks the secretary of the United Ru- 
manian Jews of America for his able assistance. 


National Labor Committee for Palestine 





$50,000 was cabled to the Histadrut the end of 
March, to reach the “fighting front” in time for Pass- 
over... Among the Histadrut Drives that closed with 
record-breaking results was that in Los Angeles, 
which reached $26,500 . . . Ex-Senator King defended 
the rights of small nations in his address at the Vic- 
tory Banquet held March 1st in L. A.... Boston heard 
David Ben Gurion at the closing banquet, at which 
nearly $50,000 was reported . . . Chicago passed the 
$60,000 mark this year for the first time . . . The Can- 
adian Labor Zionist Actions Committee reports that 
the sum of $40,000 has been realized thus far... 
Leading the country up yonder is Toronto, with over 
$15,000; Montreal reached $11,000 and Winnipeg 
is nearing the $7,000 mark . . . Israel Mereminski, 
Histadrut delegate, visited Houston, San Antonio and 
other Texas communities during March... The tenth 


annual Third Seder in New York April 5th will be 
addressed by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Senator Elbert 
D. Thomas and Dr. Stephen S. Wise, among others. . . 
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The new Histadrut film, “Palestine at War” has made 
its debut, and will soon be exhibited throughout the 
country ... Narration was contributed by George F. 
Putnam, NBC “Overseas Reporter” .. . Army camps 
will be among the first to see the film, showing Jewish 
mobilization and participation in the war effort of the 
Middle East. 
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7 HE CANDLES at the Seder table were already 
beginning to grow dim. My little sister had 
quietly dozed off, her curly head rested on her arms 
next to the fourth cup of wine she had been so eager 
to drink. But we all knew that she would sit bolt 
upright and rub her sleepy eyes at the sounds of the 
triumphant song of the lamb Had Gadya, and her 
thin piping little voice would join the chorus. And 
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THE SEDER NIGHT AT BENEI-BERAK 


by Bertha Badt-Strauss 


old books say, that is why the Almighty created the 
night when everything is quiet. No, ‘night’ here 
means the night of the Galuth, of the Jewish Exile. 
It is for that reason that Rabbi Elazar said at the 
Seder night of Benei-Berak: ‘Behold, I am as one of 
seventy years’. We have been taught to take these 
words as applying to Rabbi Elazar’s own experience. 
While still a youth in his prime, he grew grey-haired 








then my father of blessed 
memory spoke and said: 

“Long have I pondered 
and marveled the ques- 
tion: What did our an- 
cestors of blessed memory 
do when they sat all night 
at the Seder in Benei- 
Berak? It is written that 
they recounted to each 
other the glorious tale of 
the departure from 
Egyptian bondage. But 
my question is: What ex- 
actly did they tell each 
other? The Haggada tells 
us what Rabbi Elazar 
ben-Azarya said and re- 
lates some minor sayings 
of R. Eliezer and R. Aki- 


It is told of Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Joshua and 
Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Akiba and Rabbi Tarphon 
that they were reclining (at the Passover Seder) at 
Benei-Berak recounting the story of the departure 
from Egypt all that night, until their pupils came and 
said to them: 

OUR MASTERS, THE TIME HAS ARRIVED 
FOR READING THE SH’MA OF THE MORNING. 

Rabbi Elazar the son of Rabbi Azarya said: 

Behold, 1 am as one of seventy years, yet I have not 
been privileged to engage in the narration concerning 
the departure from Egypt; until Ben-Zoma thus 
expounded the Writ: 

It is said ‘In order that thou shouldst remember the 
day of thy going forth from Egypt all the days of thy 
life’ Now the words ‘the days of thy life’ would 
signify the days only; ‘all the days of thy life’ implies 
the nights as well. The sages, however, say ‘the days 
of thy life’ would signify this life only; ‘all the days of 
thy life’ implies the time of the Messiah as well. 

From the PASSOVER HAGGADA. 


overnight when the bur- 
den of his office as Master 
of the Bet-Midrash was 
placed on his shoulders. 
Now, however, a new 
explanation of these 
words was given to me 
by my teacher whom 
they afterwards called the 
Ashkenazi. These were 
his words: ‘Rabbi Elazar 
meant he was as one of 
the Generation of Seven- 
ty, that is, of those who 
lived to see the seventy 
years of the night of 
Babylonian Exile. ‘I have 
never understood’, he 
said, ‘why, in the dark- 
ness of that night, amidst 











ba. But it does not say 
what the other rabbis present said. One would think 
that what these saints and sages said to each other 
was quite as significant. There was Rabbi Eliezer 
called “the Great,” Rabbi Joshua who knew all the 
wisdom of Athens, Rabbi Akiba, the light of his age 
—their words must surely have been as noteworthy 
as that single pronouncement of Rabbi Elazar’s which 
the Haggadah chose to hand down to us. How can 
one explain the fact that out of all the discussions on 
that memorable Seder-night nothing more has come 
down to us. 

“Or . . . do you deem it possible that out of these 
few words of Rabbi Elazar’s there grew a whole 
tree of thoughts which not unlike Jonah’s gourd 


_overshadowed them and their dreams all night long?” 


* * * 


“For a long time’—so my father continued—“I 
did not know how to answer this question. But 
finally one of my teachers led me to the right path.” 

“They talked about the Exodus,” he explained, 
“and they said that we were bound to remember it 
in the night as well as in the day. But what exactly 
does ‘in the night’ mean? Is it only the time from 
sunset to dawn? There is nothing unusual about 
that: these hours were intended for study. And, the 


the sufferings of exile, we 
were to remember the departure from Egypt and 
remember it with joy. But Ben Zoma finally ex- 
plained it to me. ‘Your whole life’, so he said, does 
not mean your life alone, your life as an individual 
Jew. It is the life of your people—of the whole 
Jewish nation. You left your home with Father 
Abraham; you were enslaved with Amram in Egypt 
—and together with our teacher Mosheh you were 
released and came out of the night of bondage into 
the daylight of freedom ... Your life includes not 
only days of gladness and mirth and sunshine. It 
includes also the nights of sorrow and pain, when 
you awoke in tears crying out. It is precisely then 
that you are bound to remember the Exodus from 
Egypt. Is your sorrow great? But greater yet was the 
sorrow of our fathers in Egypt . . . Is your lot hard? 
But harder yet was theirs; and even as they were 
released, so will you, when the time has come. 
Therefore—said Ben Zoma—all of us are bound, 
even in the darkness of our sorrow, joyously to re- 
member our departure from Egypt.” 


* * * 
“Such were the words of Rabbi Elazar at the Seder 


in Benei-Berak. Listening to them the Holy One, 
blessed be His Eternal Name, bethought himself and 
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said: ‘Shall I conceal from My children what I have 
decided to do? Shall I hide it though they are to Me 
like sons to their father, though when they knock 
at My door, I listen to their prayers?’ 

“Then the rabbis who sat at Benei Berak were 
stricken by numbness and sleep—everyone who sat 
at the table. Each hand that wanted to seize the cup 
of wine fell back weak and exhausted; bearded heads 
sank down to their breasts... And the rabbis saw 
visions. Each had a different vision, yet all of them 
saw the same . . . Rabbi Elazar saw a long line of 
men moving slowly along the sunlit streets of a gay 
city in the south, their heads crowned by long pointed 
hats, their bodies clothed in blood-red garments. . . 
Far away, across the river, one saw a bonfire with 
flames rising up to the blue sky from a wooden 
stake... 

“Rabbi Joshua in his turn saw a rugged grey tower 
—a dungeon. Lonely, fettered hand and foot, there 
lay an old man, his long white beard touching the 
stony ground. It was a teacher in Israel, famous for 
his art and knowledge whom the Emperor had 
thrown into this dungeon without trial. 

“And Rabbi Akiba saw a man rushing out of a 
gorgeous palace near the seashore with anguish in his 
eyes; grasping a Mahometan headgear, he covered 
his head with it. And he heard the mob rejoicing: 
‘Look at the Messiah of the Jews! Look at Sabbatai 
Zebi who found his rescue at Mahomet'’s feet!’ 

“At this moment there came a voice from far 
away and rang in their ears like thunder and said: 

“*Behold—I shall bring a time to pass for the 
Children of Jacob—a time of persecution and of 
terror, when the bondage of Egypt will seem like 
lenient punishment and the sufferings in Eretz Israel 
will seem like the Garden of Eden. Driven like 
fallen leaves they will wander from land to land. 
And whomsoever hate spares, him pain will kill; and 
whomsoever pain will spare, his treason will poison- 
raging in the midst of the nation—deadlier than hate 
and pain...’ 

“When they heard these words, our teachers at 
first remained dumbfounded and were stricken— 
tearless—on their seats. At last a bitter cry arose. 
It was a cry more in keeping with a night of fast 
than with one of a joyous festival. ‘Lord of the 
Universe!’ Rabbi Elazar groaned, ‘was not the pain 
enough that our fathers suffered?’ ‘Was not the heart- 
break enough that our days suffered?’ cried Rabbi 
Joshua. 

“And Rabbi Akiba asked: ‘How is it possible, O 
Lord God, that through this endless night of pain, 
Thy people will be able to remember the departure 
from Egypt and remember it with joy?’ 

“There was no answer. Silent was the Lord our 
God. And mute, buried in their grief, sat our teachers 
for a long, long time. 

* * * 

“At last, slowly and softly, came a sound through 

the closed doors into the darkness of the abode. At 
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A Letter From General Arthur J. Wauchope 
To Albert K. Epstein of Chicago 


January 25, 1942. 
Dear Mr. Epstein: 

I write to thank you first for your kind letter 
of December 1940 and second for sending me 
the “Jewish Frontier.” 

When I received your letter, I put it on one 
side meaning to write to you after I had read 
some numbers of the “Jewish Frontier” but 
when that time came I could not find where I 
had put your letter, and not remembering your 
address I was unable to write. Yesterday I 
found your letter among papers rescued from 
my house in London which was completely 
destroyed by a bomb last May. 

I have greatly enjoyed reading the “Jewish 
Frontier” month by month; it always contains 
some suggestive articles and always much in- 
formation which otherwise does not come my 
way. 

I am very grateful for your kind thought 
of a welcome gift. As you truly say, this is not 
the first struggle in which the Jewish people 
have had to fight against tyranny and brutality. 
America, England, and the Jewish people are 
united against the common enemy; God is on 
our side, therefore ultimate victory is assured. 








SIR ARTHUR WAUCHOPE’S LETTER 


Former High Commissioner of Palestine on the JEwisH FRONTIER 


Even through war—that evil thing—we can 
learn some lessons; I have learned that the loss 
of material possessions is of small account com- 
pared to the great struggle in which we are 
unitedly engaged, and I realize, perhaps more 
profoundly than before, the terrible sufferings 
throughout Europe and of the Jewish people. 


There was nothing interested me so much | 
during my seven years in Palestine as the Jew- 

ish Communal Settlements. In the Russian 
Communal Farms each labourer receives a | 
daily wage and is allowed to own a plot of land 

the produce of which is his own. That may or 
may not be a better system, but it is not like 
that of the Jewish settlements where private 
property has no existence. 


As I feel from your letter this subject may 
interest you, I enclose copy of a short address I 
gave in London, which some Jewish friends of 
mine had reprinted and published separately.* 

Again with many thanks for your gift and 
kind thought that prompted it. 


Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) ARTHUR WAUCHOPE. 





*See Communal Settlements in Palestine by Arthur 
J. Wauchope, JEWISH FRONTIER, October 1941. 














first it was soft and shy, then louder and louder. 
Somebody knocked at the door. And a youthful voice 
sang out: 

“‘Rabbis and Teachers . . . The time has arrived 
for reading the Sh’ma of the morning’. 


* * * 


“Rabbi Elazar lifted his head: “The Holy God 
answered us—praised be His Eternal name—He 
answered us through the mouth of our disciples . . . 
Morning follows night. He will guide the children 
of Jacob from the night of bondage into the Light 
of Freedom—from the Night of Exile, to see the 


_ sun of their Homeland’. 


“*And then’—Rabbi Akiba added—‘then we will 
say Our morning prayers. And then we will—in the 
time of the fulfillment just as in the times of exile— 


, 9? 


remember the Exodus from Egypt with joy’. 


This is the story of the Seder-Night in Benei-Berak 
which my father told us. Silence followed his words. 
But light and clear as the song of the skylark rose 
the Song of the Little Lamb—not unlike the cry of 
the disciples in Benei-Berak. 
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LORD WEDGWOOD—AN APPRECIATION 


1942 is a year of celebration for 
England’s “happy warrior” Josiah 
Wedgwood. A few months ago he 
was made a Lord, and the public ap- 
proved of this honour by inundating 
him with letters of congratulations; 
more recently he celebrated his 70th 
birthday,—much to the surprise of 
many who could not imagine that Lord 
Wedgwood could ever grow old. But 
to all who know him, he will always 
remain the same “Josh”—despite his 
age and despite his title. 

It may sound strange that I should 
be paying all these tributes to my old 
colleague in the House of Commons. 
For many years we sat together on the 
same benches but rarely did we see 
eye to eye with each other. And yet, 
fundamentally, we are nearer in our 
approach to most problems than may 
appear on the surface, for basically we 
share the same views, the same inher- 
ent beliefs in the value of life and 
personal liberties. We only differ in 
the application of our ideas. 

“Josh” is above all a Man of Free- 
dom, if anyone deserves to be called 
thus. No one knows it better than 
those who have worked with him these 
many years. I still remember the days, 
back in 1921, when he came down to 
speak at my election campaign for 
Parliament; I remember all those oc- 
casions in the House ever since I 
entered it when Josh fought for his 
ideas, often in the face of the bitterest 
opposition, when the whole Chamber 
howled at him and when Josh stood 
as firm and as fast as a rock. 

Not orice did he waver in his faith. 
Liberty to him is not an empty phrase, 
and the courage and determination 
with which he fought for it have won 
him the popularity which he enjoys 
today. One wonders whether he is so 
well liked in spite, or because, of the 
many unpopular causes he has champ- 
ioned during his long and eventful 
career. 

For one of these unpopular causes 
J@sh deserves credit above all others. 
If it were not for him,—and perhaps 
one or two others,——many Jewish 
refugees would never have enjoyed 
the freedom they are enjoying in Eng- 
land today; it is due to him in part- 
icular that they are living today in 
relative immunity from the wave of 
persecution which has swept over the 
whole of Europe. In him the Jews 
have found a great champion; what 
he has done for them they and the 
world know only too well. 

But not only Jews have found in 
him their great helper. As Winston 


by Rhys John Davies, M.P. 


Churchill said in his Preface to Wedg- 
wood’s Autobiography: “The distressed 
of the whole world have learned to 
look at him, and through him to Par- 
liament, for a patient hearing and the 
redress of wrongs.” 

And I can testify that they got both. 
Often the question has been asked: 
Why did he do it? Why did he fight 
for such unpopular causes? 

He himself supplied the answer. 
“I was brought up to hate injustice 
and to love freedom.” This sums up 
the whole attitude of the man whose 
background and training made him 
fight against cruelty and snobbery, 
whose devotion to his cause was never 
allowed to be relaxed in all those 
years. 

He did not, however, fight for mere 
charity. What he has been concerned 
with was only justice, and justice for 
political outcasts above all. In this 
respect we have always fought side 
by side and hand in hand. When the 
alien cat-hunt flared up in England in 
1920, Josh cried in Parliament: “Never 
has the House exhibited such a per- 
secuting spirit since the days of the 
Popish Plot.” When Hitler rose to 
power in 1933, he tabled the most ex- 
traordinary motion—which MacDon- 
ald never allowed to be discussed. 
Openly he declared that he deplored 
“that the cause of democracy is receiv- 
ing so little support from His Majesty’s 
Ministers.” And when during the 
same month ruined Jews and Socialists 
began pouring into England, he per- 
sonally helped to bring over hundreds 
into this country. 

He has always been blunt and out- 
spoken. In fact at times he went to 
such extremes that we could not al- 
ways follow him. No doubt, at times 
he was too outspoken and too blunt. 
We in this country have a charming 
way of dealing with such people who 
are fearless, who too often say what 
they mean and always mean what they 
say. And so the King bestowed upon 
Josh a peerage which he modestly 
admitted he had “well deserved.” Many 
anxious voices were heard expressing 
fear that Josh had been put into “cold 
storage,” that the sting of his criticism 
had now been removed. Josh chuckled 
as if to say: “You just wait.” 

We did not have to wait long. As 
soon as the House of Lords had been 
opened to him, he was not slow in 
opening his mouth and opening his 
heart. As fearless as he had been in the 


-Commons he proved to be in the Lords 


to which he took as a duck takes to 
water. On India, on Abyssinia, on 


social conditions, and, on February 
25th, on Aliens again—on all these 
occasions Josh showed the same spirit, 
the same courage. And now there was 
no speaker to stop him. 

Last year a firewatcher asked Col. 
Wedgwood, as he was then known, to 
make an inscription in his anthology 
of liberty, “Forever Freedom.” With 
his characteristic humour, Josh wrote: 
“To X, the firewatcher—from an 
incendiary.” The firewatcher looked 
at the inscription and then said: “He 
is much more like a high-explosive.” 

And so, indeed, he has proved in his 
new environment among the noble 
Lords. 

To me, too, he gave a copy of his 
little book. “To my good friend Rhys, 
with best wishes for his conversion,” 
he had written. Well, he has not con- 
verted me to all his views yet, but all, 
converts or no converts, are united in 
admiration and respect for so unique 
a character as Josh. 

In paying tribute to Lord Wedg- 
wood, we must not forget his faithful 
companion who for many years has 
been his great source of inspiration and 
support. Lady Wedgwood has con- 
tributed much to the success of her 
husband, both through her charm and 
the force of her conviction. Were it 
not for her, forgetful Josh would only 
answer half the many letters he re- 
ceives. Her fighting qualities are no 
less than those of her husband. Again 
and again did she take up cases on her 
own, sometimes with a force that even 
overshadowed Josiah’s. She is known 
as a person who would never refuse to 
take up a case, and often, in fact, she 
has gone to remarkable trouble to help 
people in distress. 

She, too, does not always agree with 
her temperamental husband, but there 
is nothing more pleasing to Josh to 
return after a strenuous Parliamentary 
day to his flat and to become, in the 
— of Lady Wedgwood, “domestic- 
ated.” 
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After the Struma 


The big protest and memorial meet- 
ing which the Poale Zion arranged on 
March Ist at the Capitol Hotel, four 
days after the Struma disaster, was 
whole-heartedly supported by the 
Yiddish dailies, “The Day” and 
“Morning Journal”. 

The Poale Zion cooperated within 
the American Emergency Committee 
for Zionist Affairs in calling a large 
protest meeting on March 12 at Mecca 
Temple. The Yiddish “Forward” came 
out with an impassioned editorial after 
the Mecca Temple meeting. 

Meetings were arranged by the 
Poale Zion in Chicago and in Pitts- 
burgh. In Chicago the meeting took 
place on March 11 and was attended 
by a thousand people. Dr. Pomerence 
presided. Speakers included Nathan 
Sugarman of the Federation of Jewish 
Trade Unions; Sara Feder of the Pio- 
neer Women’s Organization and Dr. 
Frimmer, of the Jewish National 
Workers’ Alliance. 

In Pittsburgh, the meeting took 
place on March 12th. Dr. Ishlon pre- 
sided; Milton Sussman, editor of the 
Jewish “Criterion” and Chaver David 
Wertheim, National Secretary of the 
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Poale Zion, were among the guest 
speakers. 

In Detroit the Poale Zion are ar- 
ranging a big protest meeting, together 
with the other Zionist organizations. 

The Secretary of State and the 
British Embassy in Washington, in 
letters to Chaver D. Wertheim, ack- 
nowledged receipt of the resolutions 
adopted at the meeting in Capitol 
Hotel. 

The New York Poale Zion City 
Committee will hold a second meeting 
of the New York membership on 
March 27th, where David Ben Gurion 
will speak “Our Present Responsibil- 
ities.” This meeting is for members of 
the Party only. 

The Poale Zion City Committee in 
New York is now engaged in carry- 
ing out a re-registration of the entire 
membership of the Yiddish speaking 
branches. The City Committee has 
also succeeded in organizing or re- 
organizing Yiddish speaking branches 
in Brighton, Brooklyn and in the 
Amalgamated Houses in the Bronx. 
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CONTRBIUTORS: 


DR. NATHAN REICH 


is Assistant Professor of Eco- 
nomics at Hunter College 





ABRAHAM M. KLEIN 


a practicing attorney in Mont- 
real, is a well-known poet, whose 
latest collection Hath Not a Jew, 
was published by Behrman 





RHYS JOHN DAVIES 


is a Laborite Member of the 
British Parliament 





BERTHA BADT-STRAUSS 


once a prominent Jewish writer 
in Germany, now resides in this 


country 
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Ideal Jewish Camps 


Land and water sports, aesthetic activities, 
cultural influences. Sabbath observance. 
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We Wish All Our Jewish 
Friends and Customers 
A Happy Passover 
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League for Labor Palestine 
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Rabbi Eisendrath’s Trip 


April 12-19: In Washington, D. C., 
Sunday afternoon at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. William Gerber; the same 
evening in Baltimore at the rally which 
will officially open the Geverkshaften 
Campaign; Monday, luncheon with 
Baltimore Brandeis Chapter; Monday 
evening in Philadelphia; Tuesday 
evening in New York City, an all- 
chapter general membership meeting; 
Wednesday evening, a dinner-meeting 
with the National Administrative 
Committee, in New York; Thursday 
evening up to Albany for a scheduled 
city-wide rally arranged by the A. D. 
Gordon Chapter; then Saturday eve- 
ning to meet with the Hartford Herzl 
Chapter; Sunday evening in Spring- 
field at Jewish Community Center. 


Educational 

Rabbi Jacob J. Weinstein of the 
K.A.M. Temple, Chicago, one of the 
Editors of the “Jewish Frontier”, 
lectured before Detroit membership 
on March 2; Dr. Oscar I. Janowsky, 
Professor of History at C. C. N. Y. 
spoke at the third forum of the New 
York Social Workers’ Chapter March 
11; Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg, mem- 
ber of the National Administrative 
Committee, spoke before the Manhat- 
tan Chapter at the home of Jeanette 
Lyons. The Manhattan Chapter placed 
the first order with the League Co- 
operative Book Service. Ruth Sameth 
will take the orders for this chapter. 

The recently-organized Flatbush 
Chapter (N. Y. C.) met March 22 
and discussed “Jewish Army.” Material 
sent out by the Educational Commit- 
tee was used. 

Note—The office is sending out 
material on the Struma tragedy. This 
material was prepared by the Amer- 
ican Emergency Committee for Zio- 
nist Affairs. 


Financial 


New York Jewish Teachers’ Com- 
munity Chest forwarded $54.50 for 
the Education and Publications Fund 
—the second remittance this year. 
League members at the New Utrecht 
and Queens Vocational High Schools 
took the initiative. In addition, the 
Utrecht Chapter remitted $50 more 
through its Chairman, Rabbi Naphtali 
Frishberg. More news form the New- 
ark Poleski Chapter: The new His- 
tadrut film, “Palestine at War,” to be 
shown at their Supperette March 22 
at the Y.M.H.A., receipts for the Ed- 
ucation and Publications Fund quota. 

Geverkshaften Campaign — Bronx, 


IANA 





N. Y., Cocktail Party by Mr. and Mrs. 
Philip Tannor, $67 netted. 
Los Angeles 

At the last meeting of the Admin- 
istrative Committee, Ralph Wechsler 
gave more details on his visit to Los 
Angeles. There are already five League 
chapters there and a sixth is in the 
process of formation. 


From Our Field Director, 
Ellis Radinsky: 


CINCINNATI—A_ public function 
is planned during Pesach, to be 
followed by a social at the home of 
Dr. M. S. Schulzinger. Cooperating are 
Maurice Schulzinger, H. Goldstein, 
Dr. Epstein, and Rabbi S. Wohl. Mr. 
Radinsky also had a luncheon meeting 
with the Hebrew Union College Chap- 
ter. The interest and zeal of the group 
were impressive. A third chapter may 
soon be established in Cincinnati by 
Mr. Ernst Lorge, Chairman of the 
Hebrew Union College Group. 

CHICAGO—Mr. Radinsky conferred 
with leading members to plan ex- 
pansion of the League in Chicago. 
With the cooperation of Mrs. Zetland 
a new social workers’ chapter is being 
launched. March 17 a Reception was 
tendered for Mr. Radinsky by the 








a 


Albany Park Chapter. City-wide His- 
tadrut Day April 26 (3 sessions). 
Topics: “Histadrut and War,” “His- 
tadrut and Peace.” Following com- 
mittee preparing details: Chairman, 
R. K. Zetland, M. Halushka, E. Bort- 
niker, H. Bodanis, B. R. Harris. 

Cleveland and Detroit are next on 
Mr. Radinsky’s schedule. More details 
in May issue. 
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We Extend to Our Depositors Our Sincerest Wishes 
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Happy Passover Holiday 
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PIONEER WOMEN’S 
ORGANIZATION 








National C onvention 
To Be Held In June 


The eighth national convention of 
the P. W. O. is to be held in Detroit 
from June 10th through the 14th at 
the Book Cadillac Hotel. Large delega- 
tion are expected from the 225 clubs 
throughout the United States and 
Canada. 


International Women’s 
Day Celebrations 


International Women’s Day was 
widely observed by Pioneer Women’s 
clubs through special programs with 
“Women in Defense of Democracy” 
as the central theme. In many instances 
the role of the working women of 
Palestine was highlighted, thus stres- 
sing the combined interest of Jewish 
women in America and Palestine. 
Gala programs featuring outstanding 
speakers and attended by large audi- 
ences were carried through in Los 
Angeles, Cleveland and Cincinnati. 
The March issue of PIONEER 
WOMEN is dedicated to Interna- 
tional Women’s Day and a special 
IW.D. bulletin was issued and sent 
to the clubs. 


Moatzath Hapoaloth Sends 
Cable to Mrs. Roosevelt 


Following is the text of the cable 
sent to Mrs. Roosevelt by the Moatzath 
Hapoaloth: 

Struma 180 ton ship with 762 
Rumanian Jewish refugees sunk 
near Turkey after waiting ten weeks 
permission enter Palestine Govern- 
ment rejected even suggestion certi- 
ficates be deducted from schedule 
granted stop Entire families eligible 
as workers including over 100 chil- 
dren succumbed stop Working wo- 
men’s annual convention represent- 
ing 52,000 members expresses sor- 
row indignation stop Do not let 
us lose faith in human conscience 
ask your help convince British Gov- 
ernment release bonafide internees 
and admit all Jews succeeding escape 
nazi terror into only haven Palestine 
where they are eagerly awaited by 
brethern eager accept and help them 
return normal human life unquote. 

(signed ) 
RACHEL KATZENELSON 
BEBA IDELSON 
ADA FISHMAN 


News of the Struma disaster came 
during the convention of the Moatzath 
Hapoaloth. The Convention at once 
curtailed its business and selected a 
committee of women to voice the in- 
dignation of the Yishuv to the Pales- 
tine Government. The convention 
body accompanied the Committee. As 


they marched along the streets of Tel 
Aviv the people joined the marchers 
forming a procession to the District 
Office where the Women’s Committee 
was received by the representative of 
the Government. 


Pioneer Women’s Response 
To Struma Disaster 


Immediately after the Struma sink- 
ing $10,000 were transmitted by the 
Pioneer Women to the Moatzath 
Hapoaloth for its intensified war 
program and further constructive ac- 
complishments in Palestine. 


New Victory Farm 
Of Moatzath Hapoaloth 


A new “victory” farm (meshek 





JEWISH FRONTIER 


hapoaloth) is to be opened shortly in 
the Huleh area of Galilee, to supple- 
ment the 9 existing agricultural train- 
ing farms under the auspices of the 
Moatzath Hapoaloth. 


$50,000 Transmitted to the 
Working Women’s Council 


Shortly following the proclamation 
of the new training farm for girls in 
Huleh, the Pioneer Women’s Organ- 
ization sent an additional transmisssion 
of $20,000 to the Council, part of 
which will be utilized for the founding 
of the new‘meshek’. This brings to a 
total of $50,000 the funds transmitted 
by the P.W.O. during the current fiscal 
year, ie., since October, 1941. 




































DAIRYLEA 
MILK and CREAM 


Kosher for Passover 
T0999? 1W3d 


Dairymen’s League Farms 
and Plants are under the per- 
sonal supervision of Rabbi 
Zvi Hersch Kohn and his 
staff, 
Dairylea Milk, Cream and 
Buttermilk come under the 
strictest Orthodox Passover 
dietary regulations. 

You will be pleased with the 
fine quality and extra good- 
ness of Dairylea Milk, Cream 
and Buttermilk because they 
are processed under the most 
modern and sanitary condi- 
tions in the milk industry. 
Purchase Dairylea Milk at 
your grocer, or phone: 


GRamercy 5-5000 TRiangle 5-1800 


DAIRYLEA 


who make sure that 


MOtt Haven 9-3776 





MILK 


* DAIRYMEN’S LEAGUE 
COOPERATIVE -ASS‘N.; INC 





























APRIL, 1942 31 






WARNER BROS. PICTURES 


Now and in the near future 
—@e— 
JAMES CAGNEY ° JOAN LESLIE 


in““YANKEE DOODLE DANDY” 
(The Life of George M. Cohan) 









PAUL MUNI 
in ““THE LIFE OF EMILE ZOLA” 


now being reissued in New York and New Jersey 








CARY GRANT and PRISCILLA LANE 


in““ARSENIC AND OLD LACE” 
Directed by FRANK CAPRA 








ANN SHERIDAN * ROBERT CUMMINGS 
RONALD REAGAN ° BETTY FIELD 


in ““KING’S ROW” 








HENRY FONDA ° OLIVIA DE HAVILLAND ° JOAN LESLIE 
in““THE MALE ANIMAL” 







JOHN GARFIELD * NANCY COLEMAN * RAYMOND MASSEY 
in “DANGEROUSLY THEY LIVE” 







EDWARD G. ROBINSON 
in “LARCENY, INC.” 







BETTE DAVIS * OLIVIA DEHAVILLAND * GEORGE BRENT 
in ““IN THIS OUR LIFE’ 






ERROL FLYNN * RONALD REAGAN * RAYMOND MASSEY 
in ““DESPERATE JOURNEY” 


Buy Defense Bonds and Stamps! 









very year to state cloarly just before the week of Passover that 
HEINZ FOODS /ARE NOT KOSHER FOR PASSOVER 


H. J. HEINZ COMPANY 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Makers of the 57 varieties 


sd VAORzele) 








